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oympics 

A  Controversy,  a  Continuing^.egacy  and  Everything  In  Between 


By  Emily  K.  Dockrey 


From  Feb.  10  to  Feb.  23, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  was 
alive  with  dozens  of  athletes 
eager  to  win  an  Olympic 
medal.  By  the  end  of  the  two 
weeks,  the  United  States 
came  in  second  place  for  the 
total  medal  count.  U.S.  ath- 
letes brought  home  10  Gold 
medals,  13  Silver  medals 
and  11  Bronze  medals  for  a 
total  of  34  medallions.  The 
first  place  winner,  Germany, 
garnered  only  one  more 
medal.  The  German  medal 
count  was  broken  down  into 
12  Gold  medals.  16  Silver 
medals  and  seven  Bronze 
medals. 

The  14  days  of  Olympic  com- 
petition were  tense,  touching 
and  filled  with  strange  turns 
of  events.  One  such  story  is 
that  of  the  Pairs  Figure 
Skating  controversy. 
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Canadian  pairs  skaters 
Jamie  Sale  and  David 
Pelletier  knew  they  were  up 
against  stiff  competition, 
including  Russian  skaters 
Yelena  Berezhnaya  and 
Anton  Sikharulidze.  The  two 
had  competed  several  times 
before,  including  the  2001 
World  Championships.  When 
Sale  and  Pelletier  were 
awarded  the  Silver  medal 
after  what  seemed  like  a 
golden  performance,  specta- 
tors were  shocked.  The  Gold 
medal  was  given  to  the 
Russians,  though  audience 
members  fully  expected  them 
to  leave  with  the  silver. 

What  began  as  a  bittersweet 
and  confusing  awards  cere- 
mony soon  turned  to  contro- 
versy. In  the  next  few  days 
Olympians  and  spectators 
heard  of  allegations  of  cor- 
ruption and  fixed  results. 
This  sparked  a  full  investiga- 


tion of  the  judging  by  the 
International  Skating  Union. 

After  a  long  wait,  the  French 
judge  was  suspended.  The 
ISU  then  requested  that  the 
International  Olympic 

Committee  award  the  gold  to 
Sale  and  Pelletier.  The  IOC 
met  this  request  by  bestow- 
ing a  second  gold  on  the 
Canadians.  Yet.  both  the  ISU 
and  IOC  agreed  that 
Berezhnaya  and 

Sikharulidze  should  retain 
their  gold  medals.  In  an 
unheard  of  twist  of  events, 
the  Canadians  and  the 
Russians  became  co- 
Olympic  champions. 

Though  not  controversial, 
Jim  Shea  Jr.'s  competition  in 
the  Men's  Skeleton  also 
earned  great  attention.  Shea 
was  the  first  third-generation 
Olympian  in  the  history  of 
the   Winter   Games.    He   fol- 


lowed the  legacy  begun  by 
his  grandfather,  Jack,  and 
continued  by  his  father, 
James.  Jack  won  gold  in  the 
1932  Olympics  while  James 
represented  the  U.S.  in  1964. 

Sadly,  this  trio  could  not 
gather  together  in  2002,  as 
Jack  was  killed  in  a  car  acci- 
dent in  January.  For  this  rea- 
son, Shea  prayerfully  dedi- 
cated to  race  in  his  grandfa- 
ther's memory.  Carrying  a 
photograph  of  his  grandfa- 
ther inside  his  helmet,  Shea 
won  the  gold  just  as  Jack 
had  done  70  years  earlier. 

The  2002  Olympic  games  hit 
home,  not  just  for  the  U.S., 
but  for  Birmingham  as  well. 
Olympic  athletes  John 
Zimmerman  and  Vonetta 
Flowers  were  both 

Birmingham  natives. 
Zimmerman,      who      began 
skating    at   age   three,    com- 


peted in  the  Pairs  Free 
Skating  with  partner  Kyoko 
Ina.  Ina  and  Zimmerman, 
who  were  no  strangers  to 
skating,  had  competed  in 
three  World  Championships 
and  won  the  U.S.  national 
title  in  2000  and  2001. 
During  the  Olympic  games, 
the  pair  placed  fifth. 

Though  Flowers  ran  track 
and  field  during  college,  she 
competed  in  the  Women's 
Bobsleigh  during  the 
Olympics.  Flowers  made  it  to 
Salt  Lake  City  in  an  unusual 
way.  Unlike  many  athletes 
who  train  from  childhood, 
Flowers  answered  a  want  ad 
at  the  2000  Olympic  Track 
and  Field  Trials.  Bonny 
Warner,  who  had  placed  the 
ad.  picked  the  right  candi- 
date. Flowers  brought  pride 
to  both  her  city  and  her 
country  when  she  brought 
home  the  Gold  medal. 
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Problem-Based  Learning  Goes  Abroad 


By  James  VanDyke 


Samford's  Problem-Based  Learning  (PBL) 
program  is  crossing  oceans  to  give 
Samford  students  experience  in  problem 
solving  with  students  outside  the  United 
States.  The  U.S.  Department  of  Education 
has  awarded  Samford  a  $100,000  grant  to 
start  a  joint  learning  project  with  the 
University  of  Maastricht,  located  in  southern 
Netherlands. 


The  grant  comes  from  the  Fund  for  the 
Improvement  of  Postsecondary  Education 
and  is  designed  to  encourage  cooperative 
efforts  between  U.S.  and  European 
schools.  Dr.  David  Chapman,  dean  of 
Samford's  Howard  College  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  is  directing  the  grant. 

"When  this  grant  became  available,  it  just 
seemed  tailor  made  for  our  cooperative 
work  on  Problem-Based  Learning  with  the 
University  of  Maastricht,"  Chapman  said. 


I 


The  grant  money  will  enable  Samford  and 
Maastricht  to  jointly  design  16  interdiscipli- 
nary PBL  problems  where  students  from 
the  two  schools  will  interact  as  a  part  of  the 
problem.  The  problems  will  deal  with  forms 
of  democracy  and  ethical  dilemmas. 

Work  on  the  project  has  already  begun. 
Three  professors  from  Maastricht  visited 
Samford  this  spring.  In  order  to  develop  the 
problems,  Samford  professors  were  paired 
with  a  professor  from  Maastricht.  Samford 
history  professor  Dr.  James  Brown  worked 
with  Geert  Somsen  from  Maastricht  during 
the  Dutch  professors'  trip. 

"These  professors  were  here  to  find  out 
what  we  do  and  we  learned  what  they  do," 
Brown  said.  "It  was  a  wonderful  opportunity 
to  exchange  information  and  ideas." 

Somsen  also  sees  the  benefit  of  PBL  in 
teaching  students.  "PBL  can  give  students 
the  motivation  and  make  learning  fun. 
Students  get  enthusiastic  about  solving  the 
problems."  Somsen  said 

Professors  will  now  begin  teaching  com- 
mon material  to  their  students  as  a  part  of 
the  joint  effort  and  students  from  the  two 
schools  could  be  paired  as  soon  as  next 
year. 

Samford  came  in  contact  with  Maastricht 
originally  when  it  was  first  exploring  the 
development  of  a  PBL  curriculum  at 
Samford.  Maastricht  incorporates  PBL  into 
all  of  their  courses.  Five  Samford  faculty 
visited  Maastricht  in  1999  to  learn  about 
how  PBL  was  incorporated  with  undergrad- 
uate education  as  a  part  of  Samford's  origi- 
nal Pew  Charitable  Trust  grant  for  PBL. 


"Our  work  with  Maastricht  has  been  of 
great  benefit  to  both  schools,"  Chapman 
said.  "Maastricht  has  been  teaching  PBL 
classes  for  a  much  longer  period  of  time, 
but  we  feel  we  bring  some  strengths  in 
mediated  instruction  and  in  program 
assessment." 
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Samford  students  called  out  for 
reform  and  Samford's 
President,  Dr.  Corts,  was  in  full 
agreement.  The  reason  is 
Alabama's  constitution. 

Many  students,  faculty  and 
administrators  from  Samford 
are  helping  lead  a  grass  roots 
movement  that  is  calling  for 
constitutional  reform  from  within 
the  state  of  Alabama.  Dr.  Corts 
is  working  towards  that  end  as 
the  chairman  of  the  Alabama 
Citizens  for  Constitutional 
Reform,  a  bi-partisan  public 
interest  group  that  is  working 
towards  constitutional  refcrm. 

Students  are  taking  part 
through  the  Alabama  Collegiate 
League  for  Constitutional 
Reform  headed  by  Christopher 
Word,  a  junior  history  major  at 
Samford.  Both  the  ACCR  and 


the  ACLCR  were  participants  in 
rallies  held  last  April  to  bring 
problems  with  the  constitution 
to  light. 

Alabama's  current  constitution, 
ratified  in  1901.  is  the  state's 
sixth.  Critics  of  the  current  con- 
stitution say  that  the  1 901  con- 
stitution was  written  to  strip 
blacks  of  political  power  and  to 
maintain  low  taxes  on  property 
to  the  benefit  of  major  landown- 
ers and  corporations.  Since  that 
time  the  constitution  has  had 
over  650  amendments  and  has 
become  the  world's  longest 
constitution,  over  1 2  times 
longer  that  the  US 
Constitution. 

According  to  ACCR,  one  of  the 
most  crippling  results  of  the 
current  constitution  is  the 
restrictions  and  obstacles  it 
places  on  local  governments. 
For  example,  the  state  legisla- 
tor spends  40  percent  of  its 
time  on  strictly  local  issues  and 
about  70  percent  of  constitution 
amendments  apply  to  a  single 
city  or  county. 

This  isn't  the  first  time  that  the 
state's  current  constitution  has 
been  questioned.  Jim  Bennett, 
Alabama's  secretary  of  state,  in 
a  speech  to  a  legislative  com- 
mittee pointed  to  Gov.  Emmett 
O'Neal  whom,  "only  14  years 
after  adoption  of  the  1901 
Constitution,  was  already  ask- 
ing that  it  be  replaced  saying  it 
put  Alabama  government  in  a 
stranglehold." 

Calls  for  reform  came  from 
Alabama  governors  in  1923, 
1946,  1969  and  1979.  In  1983, 
the  state  legislature's  plan  was 
blocked  by  the  state  Supreme 
Court  just  months  before  a  rati- 
fication vote  and  in  1 993 
progress  towards  a  constitution- 
al convention  eventually  died 
away. 

Governor  Don  Siegelman  called 
the  Alabama  constitution,  "the 
most  cumbersome,  most  inef- 
fective constitution  in  the 
world."  at  a  press  conference  in 
September  held  at  Samford's 
Cumberland  School  of  Law. 
The  press  conference  was  held 
to  discuss  the  Alabama 
Legislature's  recent  passage  of 
a  constitutional  amendment  that 


requires  any  new  constitution  to 
be  voted  into  law  by  the  state's 
citizens.  The  amendment  will 
be  on  state  ballots  this 
November. 

Former  governor  Albert  Brewer. 
also  in  attendance  at  the  press 
conference,  encouraged 
Samford  students  to  take  part 
in  working  towards  reform. 

"Critics  of  constitutional  reform 
are  mainly  concerned  with  its 
effects  on  taxes,"  junior  Jamie 
Gibson  said. 

Currently  the  constitution 
places  caps  on  taxes  that 
require  a  constitutional  amend- 
ment to  change.  The  constitu- 
tion also  states  that  funding  for 
Alabama's  schools  must  come 
from  the  state's  sales  tax  rev- 
enue. 

"The  problem  is  sales  tax  rev- 
enue depends  on  how  the 
economy  is  doing."  Gibson 
added.  "I'm  sure  taxes  will  go 
up  if  we  change  the  constitution 
but  it  will  be  in  order  to  fund 
public  schools." 

A  new  constitution  for  the  state 
of  Alabama  is  realistically  at 
least  two  years  away.  The  call 
for  a  constitutional  convention 
lacked  the  votes  needed  to 
pass  the  legislature  this  March 
and  never  came  to  a  vote. 

If  the  legislature  approves  a 
constitutional  convention, 
Alabama  voters  will  choose  del- 
egates for  the  convention  in 
either  a  special  election  or  a 
regularly  scheduled  election. 
The  convention  delegates 
would  draft  a  constitution  that 
would  then  require  ratification 
through  a  statewide  vote. 

The  ACCR  hopes  to  see  pro- 
reform  candidates  elected  to 
the  state  legislature  in  the 
November  elections.  Then,  if  all 
goes  well,  another  call  for  a 
constitutional  convention  will  be 
held  in  Montgomery's  capitol 
halls  next  spring. 
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leting  your  senior  year,  what  would  you  tf 
ior  about  Samford? 
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.volved  in  everything  early 
Don't  pace  yourself  like  pet  pie  tell  you  or  you  won't  get  iMl 

You'll  manage  your  time  like  fiovoi  before 

You  will  probably  miss  out  on  &  will  get  at 

schools,  but  the  value  of  the  educ  nuch  gre 

most  schools  -  at  least  that's  the  thetoric  that  kept  me  from] 
UAB  is  down  the  street  and  Alabama      i<        '   •  .1 

•  Many  things  here  you  will  never  unc 
it  of  your  four  years  here 
Don't  necessarily  base  your  choice  of  college  on  the  quality 

•  ' ..      -  expect  some  place  to  be  perfect.  •.  mi'  1 
Don't  wai^intil  your  senior  year  to  fin^^our  convos 
Play  hard,  nT^ 


ork  hard,  sleep  harder 

cademically 
Samford  offers  rrTSny  unknown  opportunities  tor  studsj^Wvolve' 

•  If  you  come  in  thinklWyou  are  on  the  top,  you  j»raiscover  that  i 
is  there  too  ^W 

•  It's  a  great  Christian  schoofthat  encours^s  you  to  be  your  best  in  all 

•  Make  sure  that  you  take  advanra^K?  all  the  people  here  at  Samford,  si! 
upperclassmen  and  professors  wjc  are  full  of  vatohifcjnformation  on  life 

•  Get  the  real  story  from  a  stud*t,  not  tha|*!^rpreview  day 

•  Be  yourself  -  you  don't  havd'to  play  U^game 

•  Get  over  caring  about  wh^rother  people  think 

•  It's  intense,  but  fun 
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Who  was  yovn 

favorite  profc    .>r 

•  Dr.  D^Tis  Jones 

W^ 

^rifflie  Chandler 

•  Dr. 

Roderick  Davis 

•  Dr. 

^m\  Clemmensen 

•  Mr 

Wchard  Dendy 

•Ms 

•Barbara  Sloan 

•  Dr. 

Jonathan  Bass 

•Dr. 

l/larjorie  Walker 

•Drj 

TDonald  Sanders 

•  Di| 

Bigurd  Bryan 

•Dr. 

\m  Barnette 

•  Glon^tussell 

•Dr. 

DavWittle 

•  Dr. 

Dajifi  Bains 

•  Dr. 

PaKny  Marler 

•Ms 

.  dpnna  Seibels 

•Dr. 

!\*burn  Price 

•Dr. 

^nvid  Foreman 

Bsemary  Fisk 

u\i\  Holloway      A 

•Dr 

Bryan  Johnson        j 

•  Sitting  ne^mp  Mr.  Beeson 

•  Outside  on  a\Linket  with  a  Sung 


Walkidg  intoJto 
lost 

•  AskiHa  guy  tc 

•  i      eking  down  the  K.C 

•  Being  ther  diiii.l.iy  'Hi|hl 

1  in  ticaHv  nobody  there  -  I  like  to  go  before  I  e< 

w  1 1 h/b e n d s .  tha^aT^^B 

mVguy  smashed  a  banana  in 
ranjom  guy  asking  my  friend  at  the  drink  stal 
nt  some  chicken,  baby?'  -  we  have  referred 
c_hicken  boy  ever  since 
with  the  band 
^*rf)^^k^pala  out  of  the  Caf 
^■tti  wasw^rmg  those  button- 
^kod  deciafed  to  rip  them  off 
k^popYation 

•  I  was  fitting  in  ^^mi  with  my 
boyfriend  &M    1  ^^UD  with  a 
tinivei  ami  preset   I'd  it  ^^couple  in 
the  caf.           ^H 


urple  Onion 
Barnes  and  Noble  J 

•  Lifeway  Christian 
Waffle  House 

•  Late  Night  Cafe 
The  Botanical  Gc 


t's  coffee  shop 


3ns  on  the  night  of 


■ "  1  ii  (|i    .ih proms 

•  The  Food  Court 

•  Vincent's  Deli 

•  My  bed 

•  In  the  music  buying  prac 
room 

I  n  tn^ftttaiUlA 
mtiation. 


What  does  the  SGA  do  anyway? 
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When  facing  the  challenge  of  planning  events  for  the  entire 
campus,  the  Student  Activities  Council  decided  it  was  time 
to  think  "out  of  the  box."  The  SGA  accepted  the  challenge  to 
make  this  year  of  events  stand  apart  from  the  others. 


The  year  kicked  off  with  "Welcome  Back  to  Sweet 
Home  Alabama."  In  an  effort  to  make  new  students  feel 
a  little  more  comfortable,  there  was  the  addition  of 
"Hey  Day."  Each  student  was  encouraged  to  wear  a 
nametag  to  the  first  day  of  class  and  greet  everyone 
with  a  good  old  southern,  "hey!" 

One  of  the  first  major  changes  was  the  addition  of  new 
traditions    to    homecoming    week.       Samford    had    not 


sponsored  a  homecoming  parade  since  1963.  but  rein- 
stated it  this  year  in  celebration  of  Samford's  160th 
anniversary,  as  well  as  the  75th  anniversary  of 
Homewood.  Many  student  organizations  made  floats  to 
compete  in  the  parade  through  downtown  Homewood. 

"We  had  so  many  hopes  for  the  parade,  but  one  of  our 
main  goals  was  that  the  parade  would  increase  the 
excitement  and  spirit  of  homecoming  on  our  campus," 
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y dv/^en 


Bv  Laura  Wil 


said  junior  Ashley  Davis,  homecoming 
Another  major   modification   to   homec 
the    deletion    of    the    homecoming    d 
dance  had  low  attendance  in  recent 
began  for  a  replacement  event 
park  Visionland  turnejl^au-t--t,CDe  the  a 


In    keeping    with    the    homecoming    th 
Fair."  students  went  out  for  a  night  o 
tainment  at  the  park.  Samford  studen 
main  stage  with  their  various  talents 

The  SAC  also  made  some  adjustme 
2002  in  order  to  make  the  show  for 
sional.  Two  emcees  came  up  from  th 
prp«;pnt  their  Step  Sing  facts  as  onn 
tional  skits  prior  to  each  show.  Also,  video  clips  of  pre- 
vious shows  were  included  throughout  the  night. 


precedent  has  been  set  for  a  continuum  of  great  SGA^ 
events." 


harry 


y 
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Although       it       has       just       ings  to  the  administration 


recently  begun,  Samford's 
new  coffee  house  has 
been  brewing  for  years. 
Student  requests  for  a 
hangout  spot  on  campus 
have  intensified  over  the 
past  few  years,  and  this 
year,  the  administration 
took  serious  notice. 
Headed  by  the  Student 
Government  Association 
and  Vice  President  and 
Dean  of  Students  Richard 
Franklin,  Harry's 

Coffeehouse  became  a 
reality  in  February. 


and      then 
began. 


the      waiting 


Franklin     said 
now     housing 


the  area 
the  Food 
Court  used  to  be  a  part  of 
a  large  recreation  room 
for  students.  When  stu- 
dents asked  for  a  Food 
Court  on  campus,  they 
knew  they  would  be  sacri- 
ficing their  hangout  space 
to  make  it  possible 
^However,    Franklin    wasn't 

■  surprised  when  students 
began  suggesting  a  new 
location  for  hanging  out. 

■  Plans    for   such    a    student 
■'hangout,   intended  to  pro- 
■Tivide  a   place  for  snacking 
Eland    socializing    later    i n to I 
Hlthe    night    than    the    Food> 
m'  Court     provided,     startedl 
K»taking    shape    last    year. 
4Ginger  Chambley,  chair  of| 
,the  SGA  senate  food  serv 


I 


"The  hardest  part  in  get- 
ting the  coffee  house  was 
waiting  for  the  administra- 
tion to  make  a  decision," 
Chambley  said.  "They 
wanted  to  do  it,  but  it  took 
a  while  for  them  to  decide 
how." 

Since  the  administration 
had  already  started  mak- 
ing renovations  to  the 
University  Center,  they 
incorporated  changes  for 
a  coffee  house  into  the 
final  phase  of  those 
plans.  A  fresh  coat  of 
paint,  a  permanent  stage, 
new  lighting  and  new  mat- 
ted prints  on  the  wall 
gave  a  small  area  of  the 
Food  Court  a  more  con- 
temporary look.  Movable 
partitions  went  up  around 


this     area,      providing     a 

smaller  and  more  intimate 

feel. 

On     opening     night,     the 

y^^»^^ 

name  of  the  coffee  house 

was     unveiled.     Students 

had     the     opportunity     to 

•  drop    suggestions    into    a 
Ibox   in  the  weeks  prior  to ^ 
Ithe  opening,  and  then  the- 


iname 


'Harry's" 


was 


Iselected  from  the  submis- 
sions. Harry  was  a  custo- 


lices  committee,  and  otherMdian 


and 


servant       to! 


SGA 


members       beganMHoward  College  President 


(researching  similar  estab-MTalbird  in  the  19th  centu- 
llishments  around  town.Hry.  During  a  fire  in  a  dor- 
IChambley  says  the  groupHmitory  on  Oct.  15,  1854, 
Ithen    presented    its    find-HHarry    sacrificed    his    own 
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66min 


'aniel  Brackin 
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The  SGA  has  made  use  of 
the  new  stage  by  recruit- 
ing local  bands  and  other 
entertainment  on  a  regu- 
lar basis,  usually  on 
Thursday  nights.  In  con- 
junction with  Harry's,  part 
of  the  Food  Court  stayed 
open  later  to  offer  stu- 
dents coffee,  pastries  and 
other  snacks  during  the 
late  night  activities. 

"We  wanted  to  have 
something  there  so  that 
students  know  that  some- 
thing would  always  be 
going  on  a  certain  night," 
Franklin  said.  "They  may 
not  know  exactly  what  will 
be  there,  but  they  know 
that  they  can  go  and  find 
something  to  do  and  a 
place  to  socialize." 
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Who  dc 


|/ish  you  Red  gotten  to  know  better'' 


•  Eric  Motley 

•  Dr.  Holloway^ 

•  Some  of  the  beautif7JN)(rls  on  cam 

•  Anybody  during  freshman^qar 

•  Dr.  Freeman;  Terrence  Browrr 

•  Dr.  Bryan 

•  Dr.  Stiles 

•  The  Sigma  Nu's 

•  Officer  Jerome  High 

•  Dr.  Davis 

•  June  Aiken 

•  More  people  off  campus  -  non-Samfor|ltes 

•  Girls  from  my  hall  freshman  year 

•  Wes  Phelps 
•BJ 


seni- 
or 


Which  Convo  stands  out  the  most  in  your  mind? 

•  Dr  Vann's  chalk  talks  ^A 

•  Eric  Motley  _^fl 

•  The  one  where  the  Domino's  guy  tried  to  deliver  a  pizza  in  theflniddle  of  Convo 
was  pretty  unforgettable  ^^fl 

•  Admiral  Black 

•  The  time  Convo  boy  wouldn't  let  me  in  because  I  was  thirty  |econds  late  (He 
knows  who  he  is)  ^^fl  ^m 

•  The  guy  with  al!  of  the  crazy  masks 

•  Voddie  Baucharn^^ 

•  Snake  handling  Convo 

•  I  enjoy  the  Convos  when  the  Gospel  is  really  shared  and  everyone  waft 
changed    ^fl 

•  An  African  A  Cappella  Boy  Ensemble  that  presented  Christ  thr^igh  song 

•  Uncle  Lewis 


If  you  have  been  to  the  top  of  Reid  Chapel, 
how  did  you  find  a  way  to  do  it? 

•  We  just  climbed  up  to  peek  out  the  windows 

•  My  lips  are  sealed 

•  Peter  Pan  sprinkled  me  with  pixie  dust 

•  Went  up  through  the  balcony 

•  It's  not  hard  -  the  doors  didn't  used  to  be  locked 
very  often,  so  some  friends  and  I  just  walked  up  the 
stairs  ^H  ^^r 

•  After  Quest  one  night,  some  of  my  friends  and  I 
just  went  up  there  -  it  was  unlocked,  and  so  we 

it  -  good  memories  ^^^^ 

got  bored  one  Sunday  afternoon,  climbed  to 
theTkp  and  mooned  people  out  of  the  missing  win- 
dow pfane  on  the  Quad  side 

•  We  h\j  a  friend  with  a  key,  so  we  just  climbed  on  up 


fl 
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What  aamford  organization  has  meant  the 
t|you9 

•  The  Ld\jon  Program 

•  The  CrimsVi 

Phi  Alpha  TfVa  (History  Honorary  Society) 

•  A  Cappella  Cl\r 
tudent  Mmistrie 

Alpha  Fraf^nity 
Alpha  0\i(  ion  Pi 

•  Word  Play 
ADPi 

•  Campus  Safety 
Omicron  Delta  Ka|! 

•  None  of  them,  sincMSflTflflus  Outrellth  has  never 
been  considered  a  Jamford  organization  makes 

ou  wonder 
Marching  Banc 
A  -  definjj^y  ZTA 
igma  Tatfneita 


Apologetics,  Justice  and 
Responsibility 

Laine  Williams 


Sixty-four:  the  magic  number  for  gradua- 
tion. Plays,  concerts,  speakers  and  com- 
munity service  are  all  ways  to  reach  this 
predetermined  integer.  However,  the  clas- 
sic and  most  popular  avenue  to  achieve 
those  64  Convo  credits  is  to  join  the 
TuesdayrThursday  crowd  at  Reid  Chapel. 

According  to  Samford,  the  purpose  of 
Convocation  is  to  nurture  students  in 
faith,  learning  and  values  from  a  distinctly 
Christian  perspective.  Dr.  James 
Barnette,  minister  to  the  university,  added, 
"Convocation  challenges  students  to  con- 
sider the  various  facets  of  living  in  this 
world  as  a  practicing  believer." 

Usually,  Convo  speakers  are  prominent 
leaders  in  our  society,  providing  students 
with  pertinent  Christian  advice  and  chal- 
lenges. But,  sometimes  Convocations  are 
on  the  extraordinary  side.  For  example,  a 
marriage  proposal,  Dr.  Lowell  Vann's 
breathtaking  chalk  drawings  or  humorous 
senior  student  speakers.  This  year,  three 
unique  speakers  entered  the  gates  of 
Samford  to  give  students  a  Christian  per- 
spective on  apologetics,  justice  and 
responsibility. 


By  publicly  debating  Christianity  with  an 
unyielding  atheist,  Craig's  goal  is  to  give 
the  audience,  usually  comprised  of  college 
students,  the  foundational  and  intellectual 
verifications  of  Christianity. 

"I  became  interested  in  apologetics 
because  I  was  raised  in  a  non-Christian 
home.  When  I  became  a  Christian  I  was 
immediately  responsible  for  defending  my 
new  faith  against  family  and  friends,"  he 
said. 

On  Oct.  18.  Samford  students  gained  more 
insight  on  a  heartbreaking  attack  that 
occurred  in  Birmingham  over  35  years  ago. 
In  May  2001,  justice  was  finally  served  as 
Dr.  Doug  Jones  successfully  prosecuted 
Thomas  Blanton,  Jr.  for  the  infamous  1963 
bombing  of  16th  Street  Baptist  Church. 
Jones'  passionate  presentation  of  vital  evi- 
dence and  prosecution  strategies  of  the 
case  captivated  the  audience. 


William  Craig  firmly  shook  hands  with 
Barnette  after  the  praise-filled  introduction 
on  Oct.  9.  Samford  was  honored  to  host 
such  an  orator.  Craig  is  hailed  by  many 
as  the  leading  apologetical  scholar  of  our 
time.  His  purpose  as  a  lecturer  is  to  pro- 
vide intellectual  evidence  and  arguments 
for  the  fundamental  Christian  beliefs. 

According  to  Craig,  "Apologetics  is  an 
effective  evangelical  tool  because  debat- 
ing the  facts  give  Christianity  an  aura  of 
credibility." 


The  2001  success  of  this  villainous  case 
demonstrated  Birmingham's  perseverance 
in  the  pursuit  of  |ustice.  He  emphasized.  "It 
is  never  too  late  to  do  the  right  thing.  Even 
after  38  years,  Birmingham  still  cared  about 
justice." 

Even  though  the  good  guys  "won,"  Jones 
still  feels  that  racism  is  a  prominent  problem 
in  Birmingham.  Samford  students  can  play  a 
role  in  stopping  racism  by  recognizing  what 
racism  is.  Jones  stresses  to  be  conscious  of 
the  subtle  evidence  of  racism,  like  racial 
names  or  jokes.  Also,  by  putting  into  prac- 
tice your  beliefs  and  values,  intolerance  will 
disappear.  Jones  said,  "We  are  all  in  this 
world  together  and  we  need  to  start  acting 
like  it." 

Smiles  framed  the  faces  of  the  audience  as 
Eric  Motley  took  the  Reid  Chapel  stage  on 
Oct.  23.  As  a  Samford  graduate.  Motley 
came  to  give  his  former  classmates  advice 
from  the  "real  world."  As  the  deputy  associ- 
ate director  of  presidential  personnel  in  the 
White  House,  he  has  already  experienced 
some  of  the  hardships  that  arise  once  stu- 
dents leave  the  security  of  Samford. 

Books  closed  and  heads  lifted  as  Motley 
explained  "The  world  is  a  large  place,  much 
larger  than  Samford." 

"I  count  myself  as  privileged  to  know  Eric 
Motley  and  call  him  a  friend,"  said  Barnette. 
"He  is  a  living  example  of  how  far  someone 
can  go  at  an  early  age  if  he  or  she  is  deter- 
mined to  do  so." 


One  irreplaceable  lesson  that  Motley 
has  learned  is  to  never  forget  your 
home  and  all  those  people  who  helped 
put  you  where  you  are  today.  He 
emphasized  that  many  people  have 
supported  and  helped  him  achieve  his 
dreams.  He  concluded  his  speech  with 
a  final  bit  of  advice:  "Acknowledge  God 
in  all  things  and  strive  to  know  the  peo- 
ple around  you." 

While  Convocations  may  sometimes 
feel  more  like  a  requirement  than  a 
leisure  experience,  outstanding  speak- 
ers do  adorn  Samford's  stage.  These 
guests  of  honor  come  to  Samford  to 
assist  Samford's  spiritual  growth.  So  put 
away  the  flashcards,  close  the  books 
and  listen.  You  might  be  surprised  at 
how  much  you  learn  outside  of  the 
classroom 
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He  could  be  the  fifth  Flying  Karamazov 
brother.  Juggling  two  balls,  three  balls, 
four... 

Some  gasped,  others  cheered,  many 
silently  gazed.  The  same  man  in  the  same 
chapel  had  blessed  the  convocation  serv- 
ice earlier  that  same  day.  Now  James 
Barnette,  the  university  minister,  was  per- 
forming a  juggling  act  for  the  Quest  wor- 
ship service. 

Barnette's  juggling  career  sparked  from 
sibling  rivalry.  He  competed  with  his  sister 
who  met  a  professional  juggler  while  at 
Vanderbilt  University.  What  started  as  a 
hobby  for  Barnette  turned  into  entertain- 
ment. As  a  student,  he  performed  for 
Samford's  freshman  orientations  and  talent 
shows,  as  well  as  for  churches  and  other 
southeastern  colleges. 

"I  don't  use  it  as  much  any  more.  Frankly.  I 
do  it  now  to  relax."  Barnette  said.  "It's  like 
laughter.  At  the  moment  that  you're  laugh- 
ing not  much  matters.  There's  a  release  to 
it.  To  me.  juggling  is  the  same  way.  When 
you're  doing  it.  it's  just  a  release." 

He's  not  only  a  juggler,  but  also  a 
humorist.  Humor  is  used  in  his  lectures 
and  sermons. 

"He's  very  humorous."  senior  Drew  Lasater 


said.  "It  really  makes  the  class  interest- 
ing and  relaxes  us." 

While  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Barnette  did  his 
doctoral  dissertation  on  "Humor  in 
Preaching:  The  Contributions  of 
Psychological  and  Sociological 
Research."  He  also  did  a  doctoral  semi- 
nar on  "The  Psychology  of  Humor  and 
the  Healing  Power  of  Humor"  at  the 
University  of  Louisville.  For  research,  he 
took  cancer  patients  to  comedy  clubs  to 
test  the  affect  of  laughter  on  the 
immune  system. 

Grady  Nutt  helped  inspire  Barnette's 
work  in  humor.  A  sketch  of  Nutt  hangs 
in  Barnette's  office,  just  below  a  photo 
of  his  father  with  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
Nutt  was  a  deacon  at  the  church  where 
Barnette  grew  up. 

"He  was,  without  question,  the  funniest 
man  I've  ever  known,"  Barnette  said. 
"He  used  to  say  that  humor  isn't  just 
cracking  jokes  or  telling  humorous  sto- 
ries. Humor  is  a  way  of  looking  at  life. 
It's  a  way  of  perceiving  the  world,  per- 
ceiving others,  perceiving  yourself." 


Juggler. 


Humorist 


and 


Samfdrd    Minister 


Alicia   Reece 


[   "Someone  said  that 
laughter  is  the  hand 
of  gdd  on  the  shoulder 
of  a  troubled  world."   ] 
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Barnette  deems  humor  significant  in 
Christian  life.  "I  think  it's  very  important 
for  Christians  to  take  their  faith  very 
seriously,  but  not  take  themselves  too 
seriously,"  he  said.  "Humor  is  a  way  of 
looking  at  life,  and  it's  a  healthy  way  of 
looking  at  life.  Someone  said  that  laugh- 
ter is  the  hand  of  God  on  the  shoulder 
of  a  troubled  world.  I  really  like  that." 

While  Barnette  has  juggling  and  humor 
skills  to  help  him  associate  with  crowds, 
he  also  has  certain  ministerial  skills  that 
help  him  associate  with  specific  people. 
"One  of  my  favorite  things  about  Jim  is 
his  keen  ability  to  connect  with  individu- 
als." April  Robinson,  director  of  Samford 
Student  Ministries,  said.  "I  compare  it  to 
Jesus'  wonderful  way  of  seeing  people 
that  would  have  otherwise  been  lost  in 
the  crowd.  Like  Jesus,  Jim  is  always 
effective  with  the  masses,  but  he  is  a 
powerful  force  in  the  lives  of  persons." 

Barnette  believes  his  academic  and 
ministerial  preparation  were  the  reasons 
God  called  him  as  university  minister  in 
1994.  "I  already  had  experience  in  both 
worlds,  and  they  are  two  very  distinct 
worlds.  You  need  to  have  personal  and 
experiential  range  to  work  effectively  in 
both  realms."  he  said.  "Range  is  neces- 
sary to  minister  to  a  grieving  18-year-old 
student  and  then  go  engage  in  a  faculty 
roundtable  on  some  intellectual  subject." 

When  he's  not  counseling  a  student, 
teaching  a  religion  class,  preaching  at 
convocation,  juggling  five  balls  or  telling 
a  humorous  story,  Barnette  is  a  busy 
husband  and  a  father.  His  children  are 
Hannah  Joy  and  Nicholas  James.  Their 
mother  is  Deanna. 


"Even  if  I  have  a  difficult  day  here  (at 
Samford),  I  go  home  and  that's  where 
my  primary  life  is.  It's  just  a  joy  to  be 
around  those  three  friends.  Any  family 
time  I  can  squeeze  in,  anytime  that  I 
can  be  with  those  best  friends  of  mine, 
that's  the  stuff  of  life  for  me,  that's  my 
soul  food,"  Barnette  said. 

Barnette's  ability  to  juggle  his  family  life 
and  his  career  at  Samford  make  The 
Flying  Karamazov  Brothers  seem  ama- 
teur. If  they  saw  Barnette's  talents,  per- 
haps they  too  would  gasp,  cheer  and 
silently  gaze. 


An  Artistic  Approach 
to  Ministry 


By  Laura  Brost 


You  have  a  talent;  everyone  does.  It's  what  you  do  with  that  talent  that's  important.  The 
members  of  the  Student  Ministry  teams  Word  Players.  Son  Reflectors  and  Grace  use  their 
talents  for  God's  glory.  But,  like  most  talents,  performing  well  doesn't  come  automatically. 
Dedication,  practice  and  prayer  are  essential  for  these  three  ministries. 
Junior  Daniel  Nance  has  only  five  minutes  to  make  it  to  Word  Players  practice.  He  arrives 
and  |oms  the  rest  of  the  team  in  sharing  prayer  requests,  performance  updates,  announce- 
ments and  time  with  God.  The  "players,"  as  these  team  members  jokingly  call  themselves, 
are  finally  ready  to  get  down  to  work.  Daniel  practices  a  skit  with  three  other  people  in  the 
main  room.  Another  group  goes  out  into  the  hall  to  run  lines.  The  goal  of  Word  Players  is  to 
find  the  best  way  to  relay  God's  message  through  each  skit. 

As  practice  begins  to  wind  down,  the  group  gathers  to  decide  which  skits  to  do  at  the  next 
performance.  They  might  perform  at  Jesse's  Place,  a  women's  and  children's  shelter,  a 
church  or  even  at  Samford.  After  goodbyes  are  said,  Daniel  heads  out  the  door  glad  that 
he  belongs  to  a  ministry  where  he  can  do  something  that  he  loves  for  the  Lord.  "Even 
when  I  don't  do  my  best  performance.  God  still  uses  it  for  His  will,"  Nance  said. 
Melissa  Smith,  a  sophomore,  enters  practice  for  Son  Reflectors,  and  is  greeted  with  a 
warm  welcome.  She  smiles  and  remembers  why  she  loves  this  ministry  team.  "I  had  no 
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prior  experience  of  how  to  clown  or  mime, 
but  I  went  to  the  first  meeting  and  they 
taught  me  how  to  do  it."  Smith  explained. 
Their  goal  is  to  "reflect  the  Son."  through 
mime  and  clowning.  The  group  consists  of 
six  people  who  have  become  close  friends. 
These  six  begin  their  practice  with  prayer. 
The  practice  schedule  differs  from  week  to 
week,  based  on  the  type  of  performance 
they  plan.  This  can  be  anything  from  a 
nursing  home  to  an  elementary  school  to  a 
church  service.  Like  Word  Players,  the  Son 
Reflectors  also  perform  skits.  After  an 
extra  long  practice,  Melissa  heads  home 
exhausted  but  excited. 


Sophomore  Claire  Garrard  has  plans  every 
Tuesday  night  at  6:30.  More  specifically 
she  is  devoted  to  practicing  with  the  girls  of 
the  Grace  ministry  team.  This  team  shares 
two  common  passions:  a  love  for  the  Lord 
and  a  love  for  dance.  "Grace  is  exciting 
because  you  can  share  something  that  not 
many  people  have  experienced."  Garrard 
said. 

This  team  of  twelve  girls  opens  their 
evening  with  a  devotion  as  well  as  a  prayer. 
After  warming  up  their  souls,  they  warm  up 
their  bodies  by  stretching  and  jumping. 
Next  the  girls  of  Grace  concentrate  on  the 
dances  for  their  upcoming  performance. 


Finally  they  work  on  new  songs  and  chore- 
ography. After  stretching  to  cool  down, 
Claire  leaves  with  a  smile  of  anticipation 
about  the  upcoming  performance. 
Through  intense  practice  and  relying  on 
God.  these  three  groups  turn  an  art  they 
love  into  a  performance  for  the  Lord. 
Through  Word  Players,  Son  Reflectors  and 
Grace,  these  students  can  serve  God  and 
have  a  blast,  all  while  using  their  talents. 
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[Connections:  being 
1  inserted  into  the 
ISamford  world  and 
Imeeting  the  freshman 
(class.  Welcome  Back:  a  | 
[week  full  of  events 
(designed  to  get  to  know 
(more  than  just  the  fresh- 
Iman  class.  To  freshmen, 
(these  events  provide 
lmore  than  a  week  of 
[non-stop  activities,  with 
(little  to  no  time  to  relax 
lor  even  unpack. 
(Aug.  23,  2001: 
IWe  arrived  at  our  new 
(home.  Frantically,  we 
(unpacked  and  met  up 
(with  our  fellow  class- 
(mates  in  Seibert  Hall, 
(inside  the  gymnasium, 
(everyone  assembled, 
|then  separated  into  40 
(different  Connections 
(groups.  These  groups 
(enabled  us  to  "connect" 
(with  one  another  and 
Iform  lasting  friendships. 
IWe  went  to  group  ses- 
sions together.  We  ate 
(together.  We  learned  all 
(about  Samford  from  our 
(group  leaders  -  things 
(the  pamphlets  and  sta- 
tistics didn't  tell  us.  They  | 
(taught  us  the  survival 
(skills  of  Samford,  like 
(how  you  call  the  cafete- 
(ria,  "the  Caf,"  and  what 
(the  abbreviations  of 
Ibuildings  really  mean. 
(They  told  us  all  about 
(the  social  activities  of 
(Samford. 
lAug.  24-26,  2001: 
|We  participated  in  more 


(Connections  activities, 
[like  community  service 
|pro|ects.  We  made  total 
lidiots  of  ourselves  at 
jpiayfair  as  well. 
("Connections  was  a 
(great  experience  to  have 
(because  it  brought 
(everyone  together  as 
|freshmen,"  Chris  Brinson 
(said.  "No  one  knew  what 
(he  or  she  was  doing, 
(and  it  was  okay  because 
(we  were  all  in  it  togeth- 
er. It  made  the  transition 
(less  humiliating." 

lYes,  the  transition  was 
(smoothed  by  the  week- 
lend  of  activities.  No  one 
|expected  the  constant 

"let's  get  to  know  one 
|another"  games.  No  one 
(expected  to  be  on  the 
(go  constantly  from  8 
(a.m.  to  10  p.m.  daily. 
(Connections  was  a 
|game  of  survival  of  the 
(fittest.  We  adapted  as 
(needed  so  we  could  fit 
lin  and  find  our  place  in 
(the  freshman  class. 
(Aug.  26,  2001: 
[Connections  melted  into 
|the  opening  of 

"Welcome  Back"  week. 
I  First  was  Sunday's 
("Dinner  on  the  Dirt."  a 
(night  of  dinner  on  the 
[Quad,  music  and  relax- 
ation from  the  weekend 
(of  non-stop,  back-to- 
(back  activities  planned 
(for  Connections.  People 
(played  Frisbee,  talked, 
(listened  to  music,  got  to 
(know  one  another  better 
(and,  in  general,  just 
(relaxed. 

(This  was  the  first 
(chance  the  new  class 
(had  to  interact  with  the 
(upperclassmen.  The 
|whole  experience  of 
(going  from  "top-dog  sen- 
iors" in  high  school  to 
[college  freshmen  took 
[some  adjustments.  We 
(no  longer  had  others 
|looking  up  at  us,  but 


were  literally  looked 
down  upon  by  taller, 
older  students. 
"As  a  freshman  I  felt  as 
if  I  was  an  observer  at 
Welcome  Back.  I  stood 
back  and  watched  the 
upperclassmen  greet 
one  another  with  excite- 
ment," Jennifer  Baker 
said.  "I  believe  I  will 
have  a  lot  more  fun  next 
year  when  I  can  really 
be  involved  in  the  activi- 
ties." 

This  was  the  mutual 
feeling  in  the  freshman 
class.  Most  freshmen 
came  in  knowing  at  least 
one  other  person,  but 
some  did  not  even  have 
that  to  fall  back  upon.  As 
if  the  dances  at  orienta- 
tion were  not  enough, 
we  were  now  being 
thrown  in  with  the  entire 
student  body  at  once. 

"I  believe  that  Welcome 
Back  is  a  beneficial 
experience  for  freshmen 
and  that  it  is  really  nice 
for  the  upperclassmen  to 
go  to  so  much  trouble  to 
make  us  feel  welcomed 
and  a  part  of  the 
Samford  family,"  Julie 
Lambert  said.  "I  am 
already  excited  about 
next  year." 

Connections  gave  us  a 
chance  to  meet  the 
entire  freshman  class  for 
the  first  time  and  then, 
three  days  later,  the 
whole  student  body.  The 
experience  made  every- 
one feel  welcome,  as  if 
we  had  really  become  a 
part  of  a  new  family.  We 
really  were  at  home. 


The  Day  That  Changed 

Everything 

by:  Jennifer  j.  david 
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Osama  bin  Laden.  Anthrax.  Jihad. 

Most  Samford  students  would  have  been  unable  to  define  these  terms  at  the 
beginning  of  the  academic  year.  Two  and  a  half  weeks  later,  everything  changed. 


On  a  Tuesday  morning  in  September,  terrorists  hijacked  four  commercial  airline 
flights,  crashing  two  into  the  Twin  Towers  at  the  World  Trade  Center  in  New  York 
and  another  into  a  section  of  the  Pentagon  in  Washington.  The  fourth  plane 
crashed  near  Pittsburgh  due  to  the  heroic  efforts  of  passengers  on  board. 
After  Sept.  11 ,  2001 ,  the  entire  country  went  into  lock-down  mode.  Airports  were 
closed  and  no  air  traffic  was  allowed.  Fearing  additional  attacks,  government  and 
military  officials  went  on  high  alert. 

In  the  days  and  months  after  the  attack,  Americans  learned  about  the  threat  of 
bioterrorism  when  anthrax  was  sent  through  the  mail  to  NBC  headquarters  in 
New  York  and  Senate  offices  in  Washington.  Travel  became  a  little  less  conven- 
ient with  increased  security  in  every  airport  across  the  country.  No  sporting 
events  took  place  in  the  week  after  Sept.  11.  Television  producers  decided  to 
postpone  their  season  premieres,  and  some  movie  executives  decided  against 
scheduled  debuts  due  to  plots  about  terrorism. 

President  George  W.  Bush  immediately  dedicated  the  services  of  our  military  to 
fight  terrorism.  The  evidence  from  the  attacks  led  to  Osama  bin  Laden  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Taliban,  an  Islamic  extremist  group  that  defended  its  actions  with  a 
misinterpretation  of  jihad  ("holy  war").  American  troops  were  sent  to  fight  in 
Afghanistan,  where  the  Taliban  regime  controlled  the  country.  Emphasizing  that 
America's  war  was  with  terrorism  and  not  against  a  country  or  a  religion,  humani- 
tarian aid  was  also  distributed  to  the  areas  being  bombed. 

Following  the  worst  attacks  to  ever  take  place  on  U.S.  soil.  Americans  showed 
unprecedented  amounts  of  patriotism  and  brotherhood.  Record  numbers  of  peo- 
ple volunteered  to  give  blood,  hoping  to  play  a  small  part  in  the  relief  effort. 
Stores  could  not  keep  flags  in  stock  as  citizens  purchased  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
in  all  manner  of  sizes.  Flags  flew  outside  homes,  stores,  offices  and  were  placed 
on  cars,  lapels  and  students'  book  bags. 
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Bush  warned  that  the 
war  on  terrorism  would 
be  long.  It  did  not  end 
with  freeing  Afghanistan 
from  Taliban  rule.  The 
hunt  for  bin  Laden  and 
other  terrorist  forces  has 
continued  into  other 
countries  and  conti- 
nents. America  has  not 
given  up  the  fight.  As 
Bush  promised  when  he 
addressed  the  country 
on  Sept.  20.  "we  will  not 
tire,  we  will  not  falter,  we 
will  not  fail." 
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silence 


As  I  stepped  off  the 
subway,  a  sense  of 
nervousness  filled  my 
stomach.  The  sound  that 
greeted  me  caused  an 
eerie  feeling  to  wash 
over  me.  The  sound  - 
silence.  Complete  and 
utter  silence. 

The  lack  of  noise  gave 
the  false  impression  that 
the  streets  above  would 
be  deserted.  However, 
stepping  out  into  the  cold 
December  wind,  I  soon 
discovered  the  exact 
opposite  to  be  true. 


A  mass  of  people  stood 
in  a  line  that  stretched  for 
at  least  six  blocks. 
Hundreds  of  people  were 
gathered,  yet  they  barely 
made  a  sound.  It  was  the 
first  day  the  viewing 
platform  on  Fulton  Street 
was  opened  and 
Americans  from  all  over 
the  country  had  flocked 
to  it,  hoping  to  see  the 
remains  of  the  World 
Trade  Center,  now 
known  as  Ground  Zero. 


The  low  noise  level  of 
such  a  large  group 
clearly  evidenced  the 
aura  of  reverence  held 
by  this  solemn  crowd.  At 
the  risk  of  turning  a 
tragedy  into  another 
tourist  attraction,  these 
Americans  had  come  to 
pay  their  respects  to 
those  who  lost  their  lives 
in  the  Sept.  11  attacks. 

As  I  stood  in  line, 
freezing  from  the  bitterly 
cold  wind,  my  mind  was 
focused  on  the 
thousands  of  people  who 
had  walked  the  same 
path  almost  four  months 
before  me.  These  people 
had  no  idea  that  their 
daily  routine  would  lead 
them  to  their  deaths. 

The  line  moved  forward 
and  we  passed 
memorials  set  up  along 
the  sidewalks,  paying 
tribute  to  the  loved  ones 
lost  that  day.  Pictures  of 
daughters,  sons, 

husbands  and  wives 
were  posted  next  to 
notes  of  love  and  pain, 
but  most  importantly, 
hope. 

I  rounded  the  corner  and 
stepped  onto  the  ramp 
leading  to  the  viewing 
platform.  The  wind 
increased  its  fury  as  I 
made  my  way  to  the 
front. 

And  then. ..it  was  still. 
Though  the  cold 
continued,  the  wind 
seemed  to  stop  as  I 
gazed  out  over  the 
rubble.  One  might  have 
thought  the  view  was  of  a 
construction  site.  Yet. 
instead  of  a  completed 
structure  as  a  goal,  the 
workmen  in  their  cranes 
were  striving  to  clear 
away  all  the  debris  of 
what  used  to  be  the 
greatest  buildings  known 
to  Americans. 

Having  never  seen  the 
Twin  Towers  when  they 
were  standing,  it  was  still 
hard  for  me  to 
comprehend  how 

massive  they  must  have 


been.  As  I  gazed  up  at 
the  buildings  surrounding 
Ground  Zero  -  some  in 
near-perfect  condition, 
some  scarred  by  the  fires 
from  the  destruction  site 
-  it  hit  me  that  these 
skyscrapers  were  a  mere 
fraction  of  the  size  of  the 
World  Trade  Center. 

I  looked  out  at  the 
devastation  and  began  to 
understand  the  impact  of 
this  terrible  tragedy. 
Thousands  of  people  - 
real,  live,  breathing 
people  -  lost  their  lives 
that  day.  The  thought 
overwhelmed  me.  I  felt 
like  I  should  spend  ten 
minutes  or  longer  just 
standing  there  in 
complete  silence 
simply  out  of  respect. 

Unfortunately,  the  NYPD 
officers  controlling  the 
crowd  kept  the  line  of 
sojourners  moving.  They 
allowed  people  to  take 
photographs  and  mourn 
in  their  own  ways,  but 
had  to  urge  onlookers  to 
continue  on  their  way  so 
others  could  view  the 
site. 

Tears  rolled  down  my 
face  as  I  walked  down 
the  ramp  and  away  from 
Ground  Zero.  The 
reasons  for  my 
pilgrimage  had  been 
reinforced.  Until  going  to 
New  York,  I  grieved 
along  with  millions  of 
other  Americans  around 
the  country.  Yet,  since  I 
had  not  lost  anyone 
close  to  me  in  the  Sept. 

II  attacks,  I  began  to 
find  myself  detached 
from  the  situation  and 
even  forgetting  the 
seriousness  of  the 
devastation  at  times. 

I  felt  that  I  needed  to  see 
Ground  Zero  in  order  to 
better  understand  what 
New  Yorkers  had 
experienced  even  more 
deeply  than  the  other 
Americans.  This  trip  was 
necessary  for  me  as  part 
of  my  own  grieving 
process. 


As  a  result,  the  effects  of 
the  attacks  on  America 
will  never  be  forgotten. 

They  are  forever  etched 
in  my  memory. 
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The  Night  the  'Lights  were  Bright  on  Broadway' 


by  Asbleigb  Henry 


Backstage  access  to  the  contestants' 
dressing  rooms  during  the  Miss  Samford 
Scholarship  Pageant  was  not  exactly  a 
breath  of  fresh  air.   High-heels,  kicked  off 
and  flying  into  the  air.  met  a  trail  of  bobby 
pins  around  the  room  as  the  contestants 
scurried  back  and  forth  between  each  of 
the  four  competitions.  Fifteen  percent  of 
the  overall  score  was  from  the  swimsuit 
competition,  and  the  talent  portion  counted 
40  percent.  A  private  interview  with  the 
judges,  held  in  the  afternoon  preceding  the 
competition,  was  30  percent,  with  the 
eveningwear  competition  and  on-stage 
interview  making  up  the  remaining  15  per- 
cent of  the  score. 
Ten  girls  carried  out  the  theme,  "The  Lights 
are  Bright  on  Broadway,"  as  they  compet- 
ed for  the  Miss  Samford  title  on  Nov.  2. 
When  the  curtains  first  opened,  the  crowd 
went  wild  as  Samford's  dance  team, 
dressed  in  red  sequined  tops  and  wearing 
top  hats,  entertained  them.  Next,  the  con- 
testants appeared  in  an  array  of  glittering 
tops,  swing-dancing  with  their  escorts, 
each  of  whom  represented  a  campus 
organization.  Scene  one  ended  with  the 
vocal  duet,  "Come  On  Get  Happy,"  per- 
formed by  former  Miss  Alabama  and  Miss 
Samford,  Jana  Sanderson,  and  Miss 
Samford  2001 ,  Scarlotte  Deupree. 
The  audience's  cheers  turned  into  laughter 
when  speech  communications  and  theatre 
professor  Killian  Manning  performed  an 
interpretive  dance  entitled,  "Coffee  Jell-o." 
Following  Manning's  performance,  the 
reigning  Miss  Alabama,  Kelly  Jones, 
played  an  American  melody  arrangement 
on  the  piano,  and  dedicated  it  to  the  vic- 
tims of  the  Sept.  11  tragedy.  The  evening- 


wear  competition  concluded  the  evening 
with  the  contestants  slowly  revealing  their 
faces  from  behind  a  Phantom  of  the  Opera- 
like mask.  Each  contestant  then 
approached  the  microphone  to  answer 
questions  about  themselves  and  their  plat- 
form. When  Carrie  Haynes  was  asked  how 
she  would  build  character  in  athletics,  she 
said.  "I  would  explain  that  it's  not  whether 
you  win  or  lose,  but  who  you  are." 
After  much  anticipated  cheering  and  a 
hushed  silence,  sophomore  speech  com- 
munications major  Katherine  Arnold  was 
crowned  as  Miss  Samford  2002.  Leslie 
Cooper  was  awarded  first  runner-up,  and 
Ashley  Davis  was  the  second  runner-up. 
Davis  also  received  the  Platform  Award, 
honoring  the  platform  of  one  contestant. 
Megan  Gladden  received  the  Swimsuit 
Award,  and  the  Miss  Congeniality  Award 
was  given  to  Stasha  Duck.  Arnold  also 
received  the  Talent  Award  for  her  rendition 
of  "Adelaide's  Lament,"  from  the  musical, 
Guys  and  Dolls. 
Miss  Samford  is  an  official  Miss  America 
preliminary  and  it  is  the  only  pageant  in 
Alabama  that  is  completely  student-run. 
Assistant  director  Loren  Hawkins  said.  "We 
didn't  want  them  to  be  in  it  for  themselves, 
but  for  the  experience.   I  felt  they  all  got 
something  out  of  it,  and  overall,  it  was  a 
good  experience."  Davis  said  she  enjoyed 
participating  in  the  pageant  because  "We 
always  held  prayer  before  each  practice 
and  Kari  [Browning]  would  read  Matthew 
5:16.   It  was  very  helpful  because  it  made 
the  girls  focus  on  inner  beauty  instead  of 
outer  appearance." 
Needless  to  say,  the  2002  Miss  Samford 
Pageant  was  a  success. 
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I  Love  a  Parade 

by  Rebecca  Behan 
Samford's  Quad  was  con- 
spicuously silent  and 
deserted  on  the  Thursday 
before  the  big  homecoming 
game.  The  familiar  shreds 
of  tissue  paper,  typically 
abandoned  after  a  night  of 
display  construction, 
instead  littered  the  streets 
of  Homewood,  as  this 
year's  homecoming  parade 
marched  down  18th  Street 
for  the  first  time  in  38 
years. 
The  compact  crowd  spilled 
onto  19th  street,  as  clusters 
of  sorority  girls  politely 
endured  numerous  flash 
bulbs,  and  families  lock- 
eyed  for  a  spot  on  the  curb. 
Groups  from  both  Samford 
and  the  city  of  Homewood 
participated  in  the  event, 
which  coincided  with  the 
160th  anniversary  of  the 
school  and  the  75th 
anniversary  of  the  city 
Phi  Mu  won  first  place  in 
the  float  competition, 
defeating  more  than  25 
competitors.  The  Alpha 
Delta  Pi  and  Pi  Kappa  Phi 
float  and  the  Zeta  Tau 
Alpha  float  were  the  first 
and  second  runners-up, 


respectively.  Floats  from 
Samford  were  judged  sepa- 
rately from  the  city  of 
Homewood. 
"More  people  were  definite- 
ly involved  with  this  parade 
than  with  the  display  build- 
ing," parade  committee 
member  Whitney  Dulaney 
said.  "If  people  are  not 
actually  on  the  float,  they're 
coming  to  watch." 
This  spirit  of  participation 
was  a  major  driving  force 
behind  this  year's  parade. 
"We  wanted  to  get  organi- 
zations and  those  who 
aren't  usually  involved  in 
homecoming  to  participate 
in  this  year's  parade," 
parade  organizer  Susan 
Perrin  said.  "We  contacted 
pretty  much  every  organiza- 
tion on  campus,  as  well  as 
the  football  team,  cheer- 
leaders and  band." 
Perrin  and  the  parade  com- 
mittee worked  for  more 
than  two  months  to  coordi- 
nate the  event.  The  hope 
was  that  with  support  from 
the  student  body,  this 
parade  might  serve  as  the 
first  in  a  succession  of 
parades  that  will  further 
engage  the  community. 
Senior  Bradley  Church 
never  participated  in  the 
homecoming  display  build- 
ing. However,  the  promise 
of  a  parade  pulled  him  into 
this  year's  festivities. 
"I  like  tradition,  and  I  think 
this  would  be  a  good  one  to 
start,"  Church  said. 
With  attendees  like  Church 
Perrin  just  might  get  her 
wish. 


LET  THE  GAME  BEGIN  ubbs 

If  the  tradition  of  homecoming  had  to  be  defined  by  a  single  event,  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  the  football  game.  This  year  proved  no  exception,  as  Samford  students, 
faculty  and  alumni  packed  Seibert  Stadium  on  Saturday,  Oct.  27,  for  the  game 
against  University  of  Tennessee  at  Martin. 

Samford  spirit  abounded,  starting  in  the  morning  with  a  tailgate  party  and  pep 
rally  on  the  Quad  in  front  of  Reid  Chapel.  The  tailgate  was  a  first  for  Samford  stu- 
dents. Coordinators  estimated  the  turnout  to  be  close  to  400.  While  people  fin- 
ished their  meals,  the  pep  rally  began.  The  daytime  pep  rally  was  a  change  in 
schedule  this  year  from  last  year's  Friday  night  pep  rally. 
"All  around,  we  liked  having  the  tailgate  and  pep  rally  better  during  the  day," 
homecoming  committee  chairperson  Kate  Pyles  said.  "I  think  the  timing  helped 
get  everyone's  spirit  levels  up  right  before  the  game." 

Crowds  left  the  pep  rally  ready  to  cheer  on  the  bulldogs.  The  game  got  started  at 
1  p.m.,  and  it  was  not  long  before  Samford  started  to  score.  The  bulldogs  led  the 
UT  Martin  skyhawks  early  in  the  game,  scoring  a  touchdown  in  the  first  quarter. 
The  second  quarter  was  no  disappointment  for  Samford  fans  either,  as  the  bull- 
dogs increased  their  lead  to  14-0. 

As  the  second  quarter  drew  to  a  close,  the  crowd  became  eager  for  the  crowning  I 
of  the  homecoming  queen  and  king.  Freshman  attendants  were  Maureen  Parker      V_ 
and  Mike  Giles,  sophomore  attendants  were  Maile  Guthrie  and  Joseph  Wells  and  ^* 
junior  attendants  were  Mimi  Ward  and  Andy  Wilbanks.  Women  representing  the 
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senior  class  were  Stacy  Foshee,  Tara  Taylor  and  Keiran  Walsh. 
The  male  senior  representatives  were  Matt  Gaymon,  Taylor 
Heard  and  Brad  McPherson. 

The  crowd  cheered  on  all  the  representatives  until  a  voice  came 
on  to  announce  the  year's  homecoming  king  and  queen:  Brad 
McPherson  and  Keiran  Walsh.  Elation  followed  as  the  stadium 
erupted  into  wild  cheers  and  applause  for  the  new  king  and 
queen 

"I  was  so  very  surprised,"  Walsh  said.  "This  entire  experience 
has  been  so  honoring  and  humbling  at  the  same  time." 
With  the  end  of  the  halftime  celebrations,  attention  was  focused 
back  on  the  game.  The  fourth  quarter  saw  UT  make  it  to  the 
scoreboard  with  eight  points,  but  Samford  scored  another  touch- 
down, further  securing  their  impressive  lead.  The  game  ended 
with  a  decisive  victory  for  Samford  in  the  final  score  of  31  to  8. 
The  success  of  the  footballqawe  put  ttje^crowning  touch  on  a 
brilliant  homecoming  we^1-' 
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Better  Than  Ezra  Rocks  Homecoming 
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by  Ashley  Gavin 

■  >i  .>w.r-   i!  :i   i  10  the  ingredients  of  this  year's  "World's  Fair"  home- 

coming festivities  Coming  to  Birmingham  Irom  New  Orleans,  the  boys  of  Better  Than  Ezra 
rocked  the  Wright  Co;  Vi  for  alumni  and  students.  This  was  not  the  first  time  the  band  has 
it,.: .gham.  They  have  performed  here  more  than  20  times  since  the  group's 
concept  r  r.  the  early  1990s.  The  trio,  made  up  of  Kevin  Griffin  on  vocals  and  lead  guitar. 
Tom  Droinmond  on  bass  guitar  and  Travis  McNabb  on  drums,  formed  when  they  were  stu- 
dents at  Louisiana  State  University  in  Baton  Rouge.  La.  They  have  released  four  albums. 
Deluxe   F  iction  Baby.  How  Does  Your  Garden  Grow?  and  their  latest.  Closer. 

Have  you  gotten  to  do  anything  fun  in  Birmingham? 
Tom    There  s  this  one  pawnshop  here  that  always  has  really  great  used  jewelry. 
For  the  longe  '  time  Birmingham  was  known,  in  the  musician  circle,  for  Mike's  Jewelry  and 
Pawn  on  Fouif   Street,  I  think.  It's  a  big  yellow  pawnshop.  They  had  this  amazing  selection 
';.•!■■  •  --><  musical  instruments  that  were  really  cheap. 

Travis    Stolen!       fl^| 

i i     :         ii  i,    .tolen.  I  still  have  a  few  of  my  really  good  guitars  that  I  still  play  with 

that  I  got  there. 

EN    Do  you  pick  up  a  different  feel  from  playing  on  campus  rather  than  an  all  ages  show? 
Kevin:  They're  completely  different.  Club  shows  are  kind  of  do  your  own  thing:  they're  a  little 
•■     .  . '.»ir . .     zier.  But  college  shows  are  really  fun.  because  it's  an  event 

to  the  college   It's  not  |usl  another  night,  another  ban     E  .  n/body  is  really  hospitable. 
You're  in  a  school.  It's  vljkgice  anoBPan 

Travis:  Backstage  walls  tJRu  spray  painted  by  every  band  that  has^^n  there  fc  r  the  past 
five  years. 

Kevin:   Everybody  is  really  excited  * 

EN:  What  is  your  favorite  place  that  you  have  played  67  a  favorite  concert  moment' 
Tom:  One  of  the  great  things  about  being  in  a  band  is  that  you  get  to  travel.  Sometimes"! 
you  get  to  travel  to  really  exotic  places  and  see  part?  of  "the  city  that  you  otherwise  would* 
see.  I've  got  to  say  that  getting  to  play  in  places  like  Amsterdam  and  Paris  is  really  cool. 
Kevin:  Probably  one  of  the  exciting  ones  for  me  is  when  we  played  RFK  Stadium  for  a  festi- 
val, that's  the  stadium  in  DC.  and  there  were  80.000'people  there  and  that  was  '95.  That's 
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an  of  two  WMtfis  we. 
^Aith  our  songs.  1h 


right  when  we  broke  So  it  was  all  so  Increow      •  v  'o  us.  S 
went  from  playing  lor  500  to  playn  7  tor  80.000  l     nu.  -ingino 
the  next  day  wo  did  letterman       Tv  is  always  spc*  >dl 
EN:  Can  you  gi ">  a  specific  exam, ■■'  •  of  where  yon  :ot  <sn  1  lea  to;  a  song- 
Kevin:  "Misundei        T  is  about  wht,       e  first  got  U    Mher    We  were  together  a  couple  of 
year    and  found  01.      Ves  in  Los  Angek    ifter  college    'I  bai  lending       Most  everyone  out 
there  1    an  actor  or  a*      -=s  or  musician  we    >abe  or  a  wi  vr,  So  you  have  this  really  inter- 
estin  .     native  pool  of  p.    pie.  .  .  you  have  l>  ese  great  experiences  with  them.  And  it's 
about  h,,    :ing  out  with  a  «i\  of  acior  and  actrt   -  wannabes  and  seeing  what  a  crazy  group 
of  people       v  are.  Specify    v,  this  song  is  about  going  out  with,  or  dating,  an  actress  and 
the  crazy  tu      •-.  And  this  actress  actually  went  on  to  be  quite  successful  and  to  do  some 
••ally  great  Mi     ;s.  So,  this  song  is  about  her.  It  can  be  anything  from  a  phrase  thai  you 

■  or  a  wore.      1  melody 
EN.  .'."hat  is  your  ia/onte  song  off  all  the  albums? 

Travis,     don't  know.  Favorites  are  always  tough  for  me.  Especially  from  something  that  you 
work  on.  Your  opinions  about  it  evolve.  I  have  different  favorites  at  different  times 
Kevin:  "Under  You"  off  How  Does  Your  Garden  Grow?  is  one  of  my  favorite  songs. 
"Beautiful  Mistake"  and  "Lifetime"  off  this  album.  I  like  the  way  that  "Closer"  came  out.  It's 
usually  more  about  the  recording  of  it. 

EN:  What  have  you  r  -.,; 'o  lately7  ^L^ 

Kevin:  IVe  been  lis:.  :  shu  .ailed  The  Strokes.  ^k^l 

Travis:  I  love  'he  new  Travis  album  I  really  like  the  new  Remy  Zero  and  Rufus  Wainwright. 
Kevin:   I  still  listen  10  the  SI  Germain  album. 
EN:  Who  are  some^or  your  influences'' 
Tom    11  changes  over  time  I  grew  up  listening  to  Kiss.  Rush. 

I    Ke\m     Then  REM  ^M 

Hm    Then  after  that  you  |ust  gravitate  to  certain  styles.  Sometimes  we  kind  of  wear  our 

^^nfluences  on  our  sleeve. 

Kevin    Extraordinary"  was  definitely  influenced  by  The  Midnight  Goldtree  Album,  and 

Sublime  And  on  How  Does  Your  Garden  Grow?  you  can  hear  that  we  were  listening  to 

Raoiohead  at  that  lime.  .  .  The  key  for  a  good  band  is  that  you  can  hear  their  influences, 

but  you  make  them  your  own.  You  make  a  progression  as  opposed  to  just  a  copy 

EN:   If  j  .'j  couldn't  be  a  musician,  what  would  you  be-?  ^^V 

Kevin:  I  would  love  to  be  a  novelist.  ^^^ 

Travis:  I  would  stilt  want  to  be  involved  in  the  music  business,  maybe  producing.   Before  I 

started  playing  music.  I  always  thought  I  would  be  an  artist  of  some  kind. 

Kt.    n  to  Travis]:  I'd  think  you  were  going  to  be  an  interior  designer.  That  would  be  the 

leather  uyoi.'cap.  HkM 

Travis  [to  Kevin]:  The  smirk  on  your  face  tells  me  you're  giving  me  a  hard  time. 

Kevin:   Mo.  but  I'm  serious  you  really  could.  He  has  a  great  eye  for  designs. 

EM:  Do  you  have  any  inspirational  quotes  or  advice  to  give  to  the  student  body  at  Samford 

Urversity?  K^S 

Kr»vin:  A  lot  of  effort  goes  into  being  effortless.  (Travis  laughs)  Education  is  what  you  get 

when  you  read  the  fine  print.  Experience  is  what  you  get  when  you  don't. 


The  Scteru 
by  S'sphan 


Despite  the  discomfort  of 
the  early  evening  wind,  a 
number  of  students,  faculty 
members,  alumni  and  par- 
ents gathered  outside  the 
new  Sciencenter  on  Oct. 
26.  The  dedication  of  this 
prestigious  structure 
opened  the  doors  to  a  ntw 
opportunity  for  Samlord  stu- 
dents to  delve  deeper  into 
the  world  of  science  and 
technology.  Dean  of  Arts 
and  Sciences  David 
Chapman.  President 
Thomas  Corts  and  guest 
speaker  Kathie  Olsen 
emphasized  the  truth  in 
their  speeches  that  "to 
know  Creation  is  to  know 
the  Creator,"  as  the  banner 
hanging  above  the 
Sciencenter's  entrance  pro- 
claimed. 

With  this  new  building  and 
new  goals  set  in  place, 
Samford  plans  not  only  to 
teach  students  about  sci- 
ence and  technology,  but  to 
lead  them  to  also  seek  their 
true  foundation  for  learning. 
Samford  focuses  on  spiritu- 
al truth  within  many  aspects 


env  ronrnti  tal  center.  "[This 
will  Iv.Tp]  environmental 
stewarujiip  through 
research  and  education 
based  on  sound  service  " 
said  Phillips.  j^^.  V 

Olsen  also  share  i  her  pas- 
sion for  sciem  -     A  NASA 
chief  scientist  auu  a  woman 
distinguished  in  the  field  of 
neuroscience.  Olsen  said 
she  hated  science  until  a 
biology  faculty  member 
turned  her  on  to  her  poten- 
tial and  a  career  in  the  field. 
Olsen  complimented  the 
Samford  science  faculty  as 
outstanding  and  noted  that 
their  quality  of  and  enthusi- 
asm for  teaching  in  this 
field  were  extremely  critical. 
In  addition  to  encouraging 
faculty  members  to  show 
their  passion  of  science  to 
their  students.  Olsen 
encouraged  science  majors 
and  young  adults  in  the 
audience  to  wisely  utilize 
their  intelligence. 
"If  you  continue  using  your 
brain,  you're  never  going  to 
lose  it,"  she  said 
Students  are  already 
expanding  their  minds,  as 
their  passion  is  growing 


of  its  students'  educations,       .  daily  to  learn  more  about 


and  the  Sciencenter  will  aid 
in  helping  students  grow 
not  only  intellectually,  but 
Spiritually  in  regards  to 
r  scientific  discoveries. 
ach  speaker  for  the  occa- 
sion shared  this  common 
goal.    ^^^ 

disc^pries  must 
ve  a  foundation  of 
nty  and  faith."  said 
Chapman  He  called  the 
Sciencenter  a  "sermon 
storfSKaad  showed  eai 
ness  in  lis  J*^&"The 
■.'"■.  ■     ze  '-pesks  of  the 
value  of  science  at  Samford 
University,"  Chapman  said 
irector  of  O 
ins  Joy 
aHIUWced  that  Vulcan 
Materials  Company  would 


Chapman  said. 
.immunity 

3y  Phrln^^B^ 


science  and  technology. 
"I'm  excited  afratlthe  new 
instrumentation  in  the 
organic  lab,   sophomore 
biochemistry  major  Ralph 
Sams  said.  "I  definitely 
here  at  the  right  time, 
med  students  will  be  mu 
better  prepared  to  go  out 
into  today's  technologically- 
oriented  medical  field." 
Corts  also  expressed  his 
hopes  and  dreams  in 

Is  to  the  future  of  the 
department:  "With 
all  knowledge  belonging  to 
God.  .we  can't  shirk  any  of 
it  It  is  His  truth.  We  r 
discover  it  all.  IW  a  plaq 
for  changing  lives -f 
God,  for  truth- 


■ 
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back  to  back 


by  Kelly  C.  Brown 


With  seven  years  of  Step 
Sing  memories  you  would 
think  senior  Whitney 

Burrough  had  decided  to 
make  a  career  out  of 
Samford's  most  popular  tradi- 
tion. But  seven  years  ago 
simply  marked  the  beginning 
of  what  would  be  four  of  her 
own  years  on  the  Wright 
Center  stage. 

"I  visited  Samford  for  the  first 
time  during  Step  Sing  my  first 
year  of  high  school," 
Burrough  said.  "I  came  with  a 
friend  whose  brother  was  a 
freshman  and  in  the  show.  I 
knew  then  that  it  was  some- 
thing I  wanted  to  be  a  part  of 
when  I  came  to  Samford." 

And  that's  exactly  what  she 
did,  participating  with  Chi 
Omega  beginning  in  1999 
and  continuing  through  this 
year  with  "Troop  Chi-O."  But 
Burrough  is  not  alone. 

Though  the  years  have 
passed  and  groups  have 
come  and  gone,  students 
continue  to  participate  year 
after  year.  This  is  perhaps 
part  of  the  mystery,  the  spirit, 
the  phenomena  that  is  Step 
Sing. 

During  his  freshman  year, 
Brad  Tomas  was  expected  to 
participate  as  a  pledge  for  Pi 
Kappa  Phi,  but  has  continued 
to  participate  even  though  it 
was  not  required,  appearing 
this  year  in  "Lunchlady  Land: 
A  Tribute  to  our  Caf." 

"Even  though  it  was  required, 
I  had  so  much  fun  freshman 
year  that  I  continued  to  seek 
the  thrill  of  the  stage  every 
other  year,"  Thomas  said. 

This  thrill  also  brought  senior 
Alice  Hill  back  for  four  years 
with  Delta  Zeta,  who  this  year 
performed  "Today's 

Forecast." 

"I  always  like  being  on 
stage,"  she  explained.  "The 
performances  are  worth  it 
every  year,  but  I  always  seem 
to  forget  how  time  consuming 
Step  Sing  is  until  we  begin 
practicing." 


More  than  the  competition 
and  fun,  many  fourth  year 
participants  say  they  partici- 
pated in  Step  Sing  every 
year  because  it  helped  them 
get  to  know  other  students 
better. 

"I  felt  like  if  I  wasn't  a  part  of 
the  show  I'd  miss  hanging 
out  and  getting  to  know  the 
girls  in  my  sorority  better," 
senior  Alpha  Delta  Pi  mem- 
ber Ashley  Faust  said. 

"For  many  of  the  seniors, 
you  don't  get  to  know  the 
freshman  girls  until  you 
spend  hours  a  day  practicing 
together.  You  become  better 
friends  because  of  Step 
Sing." 

For  senior  Cathleen  Camp, 
who  participated  in  this 
year's  "Troop  Chi-O"  show,  it 
was  also  a  way  to  keep  in 
contact  since  she  spent  most 
of  the  spring  semester  off 
campus. 

"I  knew  that  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  participate  in  Step 
Sing  and  do  my  student 
teaching,"  Camp  said.  "But  I 
also  miss  out  on  so  much  of 
what  happens  on  campus 
during  the  day  that  it  was 
important  for  me  to  be  in 
Step  Sing  to  stay  connect- 
ed." 

While  this  year  was  just  the 
beginning  of  the  Step  Sing 
careers  for  the  freshmen, 
"Where  Have  All  the 
Cowboys  Gone?"  committee 
member  Leigh  Anne  Moore 
looks  forward  to  participating 
in  the  next  few  years. 

"I  was  in  charge  of  teaching 
the  music  to  the  freshman 
girls,  which  was  a  really  neat 
experience,"  Moore  said. 
"But  I  think  the  greatest  thing 
about  it  was  being  able  to 
meet  so  many  new  friends.  I 
would  definitely  do  it  again." 

While  many  may  continue  to 
marvel  at  the  popularity  of 
Step  Sing,  its  history  implies 
a  future  of  Step  Sing  that  will 
continue  to  reunite  alumni, 
excite  students  and  dazzle 
audiences. 
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Participants  in 
"Celebrating  the  Past, 
Reaching  for  the  Futur~ 

Samford  Dance  Team 

lan  Class:  Where 
Have  All  the  Cowboys 
Gone? 

Alpha  Delta  Pi:  For  the  Boys 
Chi:  A  Thriller  Night: 
to  the  King  of  Pop 
!eta:  Today's  Forecast 
Pi  Kappa  Phi:  Lunchlady 
Land  -  A  Tribute  to  our  Caf 
Zeta  Tau  Alpha:  ZTA's  Are 
Coming  To  Town 
Chi  Omega:  Ttoop  Chi-0 
The  Football  Team:  With 
Love 

Lambda  Chi  Alpha:  Lambda 
Chi  and  the  Prodigal  Son 
Independent  Women: 
Nothing  Runs  Like  A  Deere 
Alpha  Omicron  Pi:  AOPi's 
"On  the  Run" 
Phi  Mu:  Be  Our  Baby 
Tonight 

Student  Ministries:  Boy 
Meets  Girl:  Samford  Goes 
Dating 

The  Faculty  and  Staff:  A 
Day  in  the  Country 


Winners: 

Chi  Omega:  Sweepstakes 

First  Place, 
women's  division 

Participant's 
Choice,  best  choreography 
— la  Chi:  First  Place, 
i's  division 

Participant's 
Choice,  best  music 
Freshman  Class:  First 
Place,  mixed  division 
Pi  Kappa  Phi:  Second 
Place,  men's  division 
Participant's  Choice' 
overall 

Zeta  Tau%pha: 
Participant's  Choice, 
costumes  U 

.  Jpha  Delta  Pi:  Se 
Place,  women's  d 

ident  Ministri 
Place,  mixed 


•  » 


■•  *\T 


X  ^t 


•>  ;ii.  ■!,, 


HI 


(: 


sG/e  n  ce 


=) 


Center  of  the  Samford  Universe 


By  Matt  Hawk 


Although  two  years  in  the  making,  the  new 
science  building  has  proved  more  than 
worth  the  wait.  Dedicated  on  Oct.  17,  the 
S27  million  dollar  Sciencenter  awed  both 
students  and  professors  alike. 

"It's  massive,"  said  freshman  biology  major 
Hiram  Centeno.  "It  has  all  the  new  science 
equipment,  all  the  technology  that  you 
could  imagine." 

A  far  cry  from  the  aging  Russell  Hall  where 
the  sciences  were  previously  located,  the 
90,000  square-foot  Sciencenter  is  perfectly 
suited  to  take  Samford's  science  program 
into  the  new  millennium. 

"The  Sciencenter  has  something  that  can't 
be  absorbed  from  a  textbook,"  said  Ronald 
Jenkins,  chair  of  the  biology  department. 
"We  have  no  excuse  for  not  optimizing 
learning  for  our  students." 


That  something  is  found  in  the  center's 
state-of-the-art  facilities.  Chief  among  these 
is  the  planetarium,  one  of  six  of  its  design 
in  the  nation.  With  a  100-person  capacity,  a 
S250.000  projection  system  and  theater 
quality  sound,  viewers  can  take  a  ride 
through  the  cosmos. 

"The  effect  is  one  of  total  immersion  in  the 
universe,"  said  physics  department  chair 
Tom  Tarvin. 

The  Sciencenter  also  sports  a  2,000 
square-foot  conservatory  divided  into  three 
different  climate  zones:  desert,  tropical  and 
regional.  Not  only  can  students  explore 
these  wildly  different  climates  but  profes- 
sors can  conduct  serious  research.  Early 
plans  have  included  a  study  of  the  medici- 
nal plants  found  in  today's  drugs  and  herbal 
supplements. 


However,  for  faculty  and  students,  the  real 
stars  are  the  classrooms  and  labs. 

"With  the  modern  and  equipped  teaching 
labs,  we  can  teach  in  ways  that  we  only 
dreamed,"  said  Jenkins.  "Everything  is  digi- 
tal. In  our  classrooms  you  will  see  the 
Internet,  digital  photography,  power-point 
mini  lectures  and  hands-on  learning. 

With  quality  also  comes  quantity.  The  biol- 
ogy department  alone  has  10  labs  and 
three  lecture  rooms. 

The  new  building  has  expanded  the  range 
of  sciences  that  Samford  can  offer.  A 
$310,000  grant  from  the  Vulcan  Materials 
Co.  has  allowed  the  opening  of  an  environ- 
mental stewardship  and  education  center, 
which  will  bolster  the  growing  environmen- 
tal sciences  program. 


Wild,  Wild  West 

By  Emily  K.  Dockrey 
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Cacli  adorned  the  caf.  the  post 
office  and  the  quad.  Students 
were  encouraged  to  greet  each 
other  with  "howdys,"  and  they  all 
received  "sheriff  badges"  via 
campus  mail  Even  stranger, 
was  the  fact  that  the  majority  of 
the  Samford  population  didn't 
sleep  at  all  on  Friday  night. 
What  transformed  the  norms  of 
the  Samford  campus  from  April 
20  to  27?  It  was  a  combination 
of  Spring  Fling  and  Relay  for  Life. 

The  2002  Spring  Fling  theme 
"Wild.  Wild  West"  appropriately 
commenced  with  Dinner  in  the 
Dugout.  While  this  is  the 
traditional  way  to  open  Spring 
Fling  festivities,  this  year 
students  were   encouraged   to 


come  say  "howdy"  while  enjoy- 
ing   free   food   and   baseball 
Throughout  the  rest  of  the  week 
leading  up  to  Spring  Fling  and 
Relay  for  Life,  every  event 
coincided    with    the    western 
theme.  Preliminary  activities 
ran  the  gamut  from  performanc- 
es -  a  little  dancin.'  singm' 
and  actin'-  by  student  ministries 
to  a  Beeson  Woods  Block  Party 

Friday  night  left  students  without 
sleep,  but  not  without  excite- 
ment, during  the  second  annual 
Relay  for  Life  event  at  Samford. 
Relay  for  Life  honors  cancer 
survivors  and  offers  hope  for 
those  currently  fighting.  The 
relay  offers  everyone  in  a  com- 
munity a  chance  to  participate  in 
the  fight  against  cancer. 


As  senior  Tara  Taylor  and  junior 
Jenna  Kellner  explained  in  an 
e-mail  to  all  of  Samford.  "you 
won't  want  to  miss  this  amazing 
night  as  the  Samford  Community 
pulls  together  to  help  fight  can- 
cer." The  all-night  event  included 
a  luminary  service  to  honor  cancer 
survivors. 

From  6:00  on  Friday  night  to 
6:00  on  Saturday  morning. 
Relay  for  Life  participants  and 
others  in  the  Samford  communi- 
ty took  turns  walking  around  the 
track  for  the  entire  12  hours.  The 
crowd  stayed  awake  not  only 
through  the  exhilaration  of  the 
event  itself,  but  with  a  little  help 
from  Jessica  Rieke.  Caspian's 
Dream  and  others  who  provided 
music.  Instead  of  ingesting  caf- 
feine, those  who  gathered  for 
the  relay  could  swing  dance, 
salsa  dance  or  sing  karaoke. 

Finally,  in  the  wee  hours  of  the 
morning,  bleary  eyed,  yet  excit- 
ed   participants    could    watch 


"Ferris  Bueller's  Day  Off" 
Though  Samford's  participants 
in  Relay  for  Life  consisted  main- 
ly of  poor  college  students,  this 
year's  relay  still  raised  over 
S50.000.  The  money  will  be 
donated  to  the  American  Cancer 
Society  to  help  win  the  battle 
against  cancer 

Those  still  awake  on  Saturday 
morning  could  enjoy  a  quad  full 
of  activities,  including  the 
incredibly  popular  slip-n-slide. 
Students  were  able  to  put  off 
tests,  homework  and  papers  for 
a  few  hours  as  they  left  their 
end-of-the-semester-stress 
behind  for  a  day  of  playing  as 
though  they  were  children  again. 

As  junior  Graham  Holt  com- 
mented. "I  played  like  it  was  my 
job!" 

Even  after  daylight  was  gone, 
the  fun  still  wasn't  over. 
Following  a  day  full  of  Spring 
Fling  activities,  students  were 
invited  to  a  Wild.  Wild  West 
Hoedown.  This  party,  complete 
with  music,  line  dancing,  food 
and  tons  of  fun,  was  free  to  all 
students.  The  student  ministry- 
sponsored  event  invited  every- 
one to  bring  their  cowboy  hats, 
line  dancing  skills  and  party  the 
night  away  at  the  YMCA  Hargis. 


Ground 
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Internship.  The  word  conjures  up  images  ol 
fetching  coffee  and  doughnuts,  or  standing 
motionless  for  hours  in  front  of  a  copy 
machine. 

However,  three  Samford  students  discov- 
ered internships  that  broke  the  traditional 
mold  of  gofer  and  clerk.  They  turned  their 
internship  experience  into  a  life-altering 
adventure. 

Junior  English  major  Jenny  Walls  knew 
next  to  nothing  about  Future  Stars  Camp 
when  she  signed  on  to  be  a  tennis  coun- 
selor. This  day  camp,  designed  for  eight  to 
18  year  olds,  is  based  in  East  Hampton, 
N.Y. 

"A  past  coach  from  my  freshman  year  rec- 
ommended me  to  this  camp,"  Walls  said. 
Walls  attends  Samford  through  a  scholar- 
ship to  play  on  the  bulldogs'  tennis  team, 
so  Future  Stars  Camp,  being  an  intense 
five  day  tennis  camp,  was  right  up  Walls' 
alley. 

"The  only  prerequisite  was  that  you  had  to 
be  a  NCAA  Division  One  player,"  Walls 
said. 

The  camp  provided  the  entire  staff  with 
housing  and  a  weekly  stipend  -  a  bonus 
with  any  internship,  as  they  are  usually 
unpaid. 

A  typical  day  for  Walls  began  at  eight  in  the 
morning  when  she  bused  eight  to  ten  kids 
to  the  camp.  Activities  began  at  nine  and 
concluded  at  four  in  the  afternoon  with  a 
daily  trip  to  the  beach. 
"I  got  to  teach  a  lot  of  famous  kids,  which 


ed  Caroline  Kennedy's  daughter,  Jimmy 
Buffet's  son  and  Bad  Company's  lead 
singer's  son. 

Walls  also  mixed  and  mingled  with 
Hollywood  staples.  "I  gave  Rick  Moranis  a 


tennis  lesson,"  Walls  said.  "He  would  ride 
up  on  his  bike  with  his  tennis  racket  on  his 
back,  and  he  would  walk  into  the  club  and 
say,  'Does  anyone  have  time  to  hit?' " 
Clearly,  there  were  only  benefits  during 
Walls'  summer  internship. 
Senior  theatre  and  English  major  Tevy 
Bradley  is  just  one  of  the  hundreds  of  stu- 
dents who  have  benefited  from  an  intern- 
ship while  studying  abroad  through 
Samtord's  London  Program. 
"I  worked  in  the  Literary  Department  of  the 
Royal  National  Theatre,"  Bradley  said.  "I 
read  a  bunch  of  new  plays  and  I  would 
have  to  write  reports  on  them,  whether  or 
not  I  thought  they  were  good  and  why." 
Bradley  was  privy  to  brand  new  plays,  hot 
off  the  press,  from  playwrights  ranging  from 
world  famous  writers  to  wannabe 
Shakespeares  dabbling  in  front  of  their 
computer. 

"For  the  most  part  they  were  pretty  awful," 
Bradley  said  of  these  mostly  unsolicited 
plays. 

Bradley's  official  title  was  "second  reader," 
meaning  he  offered  a  second  opinion  to  the 
hierarchy  of  staffers  at  London's  Royal 
National  Theatre. 

The  highlight  of  Bradley's  internship  was 
when  "they  commissioned  me  to  write  a 
composite  of  who's  who  in  American  musi- 
cal theatre." 

This  15-page  paper  could  wind  up  on  the 
Royal  National's  website  in  the  near  future. 
Even  though  Bradley's  internship  was 
•utHWM',»ltn..i|jMiiiliiiiy"  '"'  nut 


is  Southern  Progress  Corporation,  one  of 
Samford's  neighbors.  Senior  journalism 
major  Rebecca  Behan  interned  across  the 
street  as  an  editorial  intern  for  Coastal 
Living.  Her  role  was  crucial  to  the  develop- 
mental process  of  the  magazine. 
Behan  was  a  fact-checker  for  stories.  She 
also  wrote  many  rejection  letters  to  Coastal 
Living  readers  who  submitted  random  sto- 
ries or  photographs. 

However,  even  securing  an  internship  with 
the  Southern  Progress  Corporation  is  a 
task  within  itself. 

"The  selection  process  is  like  rush,"  Behan 
explained.  "You  pick  your  top  choice  to 
work  with,  they  pick  their  top,  and  if  they 
align,  you'll  get  the  internship." 
Behan  was  quick  to  stress  that  Southern 
Progress  internships  are  not  just  for  jour- 
nalism types.   Interns  with  strong  back- 
grounds in  food  and  nutrition,  art,  web  and 
graphic  design,  business  and  photography 
are  always  needed,  Behan  said. 
A  Southern  Progress  internship  also  ranks 
high  in  the  cash  department,  with  interns 
raking  in  10  dollars  an  hour  for  full-time 
employment. 

"It's  overwhelming  because  you  .  .  .  meet 
these  amazing  people  who  are  so  good  at 
what  they  do,  and  it's  a  very  humbling 
experience,"  Behan  said.  "It's  hard  to  think 
that  that's  what  I  want  and  could  do  with 
my  life,  but  I  guess  that's  the  point  of  an 
internship." 

Behan,  like  Walls  and  Bradley,  hit  the  nail 
on  the  head.  Internships  are  about  learning 
whether  what  you  do  for  a  summer  or  a 
semester  is  something  you  want  to  spend 
our  entire  life  doing.  And  this  knowledge  is 
orth  its  weight  in  ground  coffee  and 
oughnuts! 
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Samford 
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the  Quad,  waiting  to 

•  Destin!               J                                          ^^^ 

see  if  the  guy  would 

•  Working  in  the  Computer  lab                             ^^m 

mute  over  the  cuss 

•  Snuggled  in  a  Habin  with  my  boyfriend  and  his 

\^n 

words 

roommate,  reading  The  Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the 

•  Relay  For  Life_. 

Galaxy               VJF 

•  The  telecast  basket- 
ball game  in  2000,  the 

second  year  we  went  to 

the  NCAA  Playoffs 

How  long  do  you  think  it  wilUpe  before  you 
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^wind  Ensemble 
•  Step  Sing    ^k 

•  As  soon  as  1  get  a  job  .  .  .  rever'?       ^  m 

•  Intramurals     \ 

•  Maybe  Homecoming  or  StaB  Sing^^^         § 

•  Hotdogs  and  fofiball 

•  I'll  be  back  in  December  tjpprQfl^jJto  my  girjriend 

games                 \ 

•  I'm  attending  Divinity  inJ^fBprinq      ^^~      ff 

•  The  chili  cook-off  % 

•  A  long  time  ^J^lfl^^ariad  about  them  trying  to 

•  M^rtpBasketball  % 

JjJ^J^(mymoney1'Before  1  graduated         JB 

^HmeH  -  hands  dowll 

•  As  soon  as  possible  -  1  love  this  school!      K 

•  Graduation  2003  or  2004                                      Jk 

the  bafct  activity  this   * 
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•  Hangrig  of  the  GreerB 
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"hat's  tfj  strangest  thing  you've  don^pn  the  Qqad? 

Crffwheels 

an  laps  around  it  in  the  wee  hours  of  the  i^prning  whiTI 
ansom  test 
Playfair 

roposed  to  my  girlfriend 

.cting  out  a  scene  from  a  play  with  a  tnend  of  m^^(*j£Jj^>  ^Preparing  to 
aftfition 

moke 

•  JjE>one  jogging  at  2  a.m. 
tayed  up  until  5  a.m. 

A  double  date  which  ended  with  a  little  star  gazing 
Drove  my  car  across  it 

Camping  out  with  my  boyfriend  freshman  year  -  and  we  were  one  of  four  or 
e  random  <  ouples  spread  out  ovei  the  Quad1 

apture  the  Flag 

Itimate  Frisbee 
Um  -  walked  on  it? 

Stuck  an  acorn  up  my  friend's  nose  while  he  was  sleeping 
Wrestled 

•  Completely  disturbed  a  class  that  was  meeting  outside 
Talking  aloud  to  myself  about  Kierkegaard 

•  Having  an  all-nighter  in  sleeping  bags  after  watching  Top  Gun 
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lntra- 
murals 


by  Justin  Firesheets 


This  year,  almost  2.000  people  participated 
in  the  various  intramural  sports,  where 
dynasties  continued  and  new  champions 
were  crowned. 

In  flag  football,  it  was  hotly  contested  on  the 
men's  side,  but  Sigma  Chi  eventually  came 
away  with  the  crown.  On  the  women's  side, 
however.  Zeta  Tau  Alpha  captured  the  title 
by  upending  defending  champ  Delta  Zeta. 
For  the  second  year  in  a  row,  campus  rec 


0P°nrle  W°menS  "a9  ,00,bal1  ^am  to 
compete  for  regional  and  national  honors. 
The  Samford  All-Stars"  firs,  travelled  to 
UNC-Wilmmgton  this  past  fall  to  compete  in 
a  regional  seven-on-seven  tournament.  The 
All-Stars  won  the  regional,  as  well  as  the 
nght  to  move  on  to  New  Orleans  to  compete 
-  the  national  seven-on-seven  tourney.  The 

berre^t,  SWeP'  ,hr0U9h  ,he  sem'f'n^ 
before  getting  upended  in  the  finals  by  a 

earn  from  Mexico.  Despite  the  defeat  the 
nul  ea,med  'he  d'S"nC,IOn  °f  °*ng  the 
and  ml  T  steven'P'ayer  team  in  the  world, 
and  the  best  team  in  the  United  States 
Their  football  journey  incomplete,  the  All-' 
Stars  were  then  sponsored  to  attend  the 


national  four-on-four  tournament  in 
Orlando.  The  squad  fell  to  a  Canadian 
women's  team  in  the  finals,  but  again  were 
named  the  number  two  team  in  the  world 
(this  time  in  the  four-player  rankings)  and, 
again,  the  best  team  in  America. 
For  the  first  time  in  recent  history,  volleyball 
was  held  in  the  fall,  but  it  didn't  have  too 
much  of  an  impact  on  the  winners.  Zeta  and 


E 


Lambda  Chi,  both  dynasties  in  their  own 
right,  continued  their  dominance  on  the 
court  en  route  to  yet  another  championship 
for  each. 

That  was  not  the  only  type  of  change  in  the 
fall,  though.  The  bowling  league  doubled  its 
entrants  from  last  year,  and  the  inaugural 
season  of  inner  tube  water  polo  made  a 
huge  splash  with  the  students.  Also  in  its 


first  year  as  an  intramural,  ultimate  Frisbee 
showed  why  it  is  one  of  the  up-and-coming 
sports  of  today  with  its  campus  popularity. 
With  Jeff  Corley  filling  Brian  Davis'  position 
as  campus  recreation  director,  spring  intra- 
murals  found  continued  success.  Corley 
oversaw  the  conclusion  of  an  exciting  bas- 
ketball season,  a  thrilling  soccer  season 
and  another  competitive  Softball  season. 


"We're  looking  to  improve  with  our  new 
director  to  take  the  program  above  and  m 
beyond  all  expectations,"  intramural  student , 
supervisor  S'andor  Cheka  said. 
The  old  stalwarts  and  new  tweaking  have 
combined  to  improve  campus  intramurals 
for  all  students. 
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Both  new  and  old  obstacles  arose  In  2001 
for  the  cross  country  team.  The  addition  of 
Belmont  University  to  the  Atlantic  Sun 
Conference  was  a  challenge  to  both  the 
men's  and  women's  teams.  Georgia  State 
also  stood  in  the  way  of  a  possible  third 
straight  conference  championship  for  the 
men  and  a  second  championship  for  the 
women.  Though  the  bulldogs  came  up 
short  on  some  goals,  all  was  not  lost  for 
Samford  cross  country. 
Some  fresh  faces  provided  a  lift  for  the 
men.  Assistant  coach  Ray  Stanfield  helped 
head  coach  Glenn  McWaters  toughen  up 
the  team.  Led  by  junior  Brett  Baddorf,  the 
bulldogs  saw  worthy  performances  from 
freshmen  Mark  Rowe  and  Bryan  Baddorf. 
"The  men's  team  was  the  strongest  all- 
around  team  that  we've  ever  had," 
McWaters  said.  "They  should  only  get 
stronger  in  the  future." 
However,  back  injuries  forced  junior  Mark 
McBride  to  sit  out  for  the  season,  and 
sophomore  Clay  DeMore  missed  the  last 
three  meets  of  the  year  with  plantar  fasci- 
itis. Despite  solid  performances  from  sen- 
iors Micah  Stansell  and  Andrew  Spear  and 
sophomore  Chad  Johnson,  the  bulldogs  fin- 
ished second  at  Conference  and  10th  at 
the  NCAA  Regionals. 
Seniors  Abbey  and  Alice  McGough  and 
Katie  Flewellyn,  along  with  junior  Erin 
Giesa,  provided  leadership  and  sound  per- 
formances for  the  cross  country  women. 


"The  women's  team  was  laden  with  senior 
leadership."  McWaters  said.  "They  have 
made  great  progress  over  the  past  four 

OnTnew  face  added  to  the  familiar  ones 
on  the  women's  team  to  help  with  this 
progress.  Bnttney  Mensen,  a  sophomore 
uansfer  from  Arkansas,  ran  well  throughout 
the  season,  setting  a  school  record  of 
17-34  at  the  Auburn  Invitational. 
Unfortunately,  injuries  also  prevented  the 


ladies  from  making  the  next  step.  One  of 
the  top  runners,  sophomore  Lauren  Floyd, 
was  forced  to  the  sidelines  with  stress  frac- 
tures despite  having  a  great  summer  of 
training.  Senior  Kimberly  Leerssen  suffered 
stress  fractures  as  well.  The  bulldogs  had 
to  settle  for  fourth  place  at  the  Conference 
Championships  and  14th  place  at  the 
NCAA  Regionals. 
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IWomen's  Soccer! 


Iby   Sara  Littekenl 


The  2001  season  for  the  women's  soccer  team  was  marked  by 
many  firsts.  It  was  the  first  year  for  the  new  Atlantic  Sun 
Conference  name  as  well  as  the  team's  first  conference  tournament  | 
appearance  since  1998.  Unfortunately,  the  year  also  brought  the 
team's  first  losing  record  since  the  inaugural  season  in  1997.  They 
began  preseason  in  mid-August  with  a  roster  including  12  returning 
players  matched  by  12  brand-new  team  members.  An  unusual  pre- 
season found  the  bulldogs  on  an  international  flight  to  Brazil  for  a 
10-day  stay  at  a  campground  in  Souzas. 

p.  ».,«,■  7=s-s  assr 

planned  trip  to  play  the  12t*-/anke° '„™   t  conference  rival 
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"We  played  with  such  intensity  during  those  two  games,"  senior 
goalkeeper  Carrie  Ollom  said.  "They  were  huge  wins  for  us.  We 
really  came  together  as  a  team." 

In  addition,  the  team  played  two  Ohio  Valley  Conference  teams, 
beating  both  of  them.  The  final  conference  record  4-5-1,  was  just 
enough  to  get  the  bulldogs  the  last  seed  in  the  conference  tourna- 
ment in  Orlando.  Though  the  ladies  lost  in  the  first  round  to  Florida 
Atlantic,  sophomore  Susan  Polhemus  said,  "For  most  of  us  on  the 
team  this  was  our  first  tournament  experience  and  we  all  agree  that 
it  is  a  building  block  for  next  year." 
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Iby  Phillip  Jordanl 


i  The  2001  season  proved  to  be  a  transi- 
tion period  for  Samford's  volleyball 
i  squad,  as  they  narrowly  missed  making 
i  the  Atlantic  Sun  tournament  with  a  1 2-22 

record,  after  consecutive  appearances 

the  previous  two  years. 

The  team  also  lost  its  two  top  players,  grad- 
uating seniors  Whitney  Miller  and  Shellie 
Ouldhouse,  at  season's  end.  And  most  sig- 
nificantly, Vickie  Nichols,  Samford's  coach 
for  the  past  three  seasons,  resigned  at  the 
end  of  the  year  to  spend  more  time  with  her 
family. 

"It  was  a  shock  to  see  our 
coach  go,"  sophomore  outside 
hitter  Angela  Smith  said.  "And 
while  losing  Shellie  and 
Whitney  is  a  big  loss  as  well, 
we  have  to  remember  they're 
only  two  players." 


Indeed,  the  Bulldogs  are  confident  they  can 
turn  next  year  into  a  winning  season.  Still, 
the  careers  of  Ouldhouse  and  Miller  are 
ones  worth  remembering.  The  senior  duo 
rank  high^-Non  many  career  records  in  the 
history  of^-'Samford  volleyball  and  their 
team  leadership  will  be  tough  to  replace. 


Miller  and  Ouldhouse  helped  lead  the 
Bulldogs  to  their  first-ever  wins  over  SEC 
opponents  when  Samford  defeated  both 
Ole  Miss  and  Mississippi  State.  The 
Bulldogs  also  played  well  at  home,  earning 
a  7-5  record  in  Seibert  Hall. 

Krista  Kettering  and  Colleen  Donivan 
helped  "set"  up  Samford's  offense,  while  an 
impressive  group  of  sophomores  in  Smith, 
Ashley  Fulton,  Stefanie  Pickett  and  Abby 
Miner  helped  control  the  net. 

With  this  core  group  in  place,  the  future 
looks  bright  for  the  team.  They  will 
reload  next  season  with  11  talented 
returning  lettermen,  in  addition  to  three 
promising  recruits  Nichols  signed  for 
the  fall. 

"With  four  starters  returning  and  new  talent 
coming  in.  I  think  we'll  actually  be  in  really 
good  shape  for  next  season  and  should  per- 
form really  well,"  Smith  said. 
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Ifootball 


Matt  Gaymon 


You  could  see  only  the  5-5  record  and 
assume  that  Samford's  football  team 
Improved  only  marginally  in  2001  from  its  4- 
7  record  a  year  before. 

But  if  you  only  measure  the  bulldogs'  suc- 
cess by  the  season  record,  you  will  miss  a 
great  story:  the  story  of  people.  People  pro- 
viding inspiration  and  excitement.  People 
providing  change.  People  capitalizing  on 
new  opportunities. 


The  most  important  person  in  this  story  is 
new  head  coach  Bill  Gray.  Gray,  who 
served  seven  seasons  as  a  Samford  assis 
tant  coach,  took  over  as  head  coach  on 
Oct.  16  after  the  team  had  posted  an  unim 
pressive  1-4  start.  The  move 
proved  to  be  just  the  right         ■ 
one. 

In  Gray's  first  test  against 
Charleston  Southern,  the 
bulldogs  cruised  to  a  45-24 
victory.  Gray  and  his  team 
finished  the  season  by 
defeating  Tennessee  Martin. 
Elon  and  VMI.  losing  only  to 
nationally  ranked  Eastern 
Kentucky. 
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The  new  leadership  sparked  a  noticeable 
difference  in  the  team's  attitude.  Samford 
Director  of  Athletics  Bob  Roller  said,   Bill 
Gray  not  only  led  our  team  to  a  4-1  record, 
but  he  did  so  by  adding  excitement  and  a 
sense  of  pride  and  tradition  to  our  football 
program." 

In  the  Charleston  Southern  game  another 
new  face  came  on  the  scene.  Freshman 
quarterback  Ramon  Nelson  made  his  first 
career  start,  replacing  m|ured  quarterback 
Josh  Kellett.  In  the  bulldog  victory,  Nelson 
threw  for  213  yards  and  three  touchdowns. 
Nelson  kept  the  starting  position  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season  and  showed  flash- 
es of  the  future  for  Samford  football. 

"We've  started  taking  pride  in  some  things 
that  may  not  have  been  noticed  in  the 
past "  Gray  said.  "It's  amazing  what  a  differ- 
ence that  can  make  in  a  football  team. 

Wide  receiver  Arvyia  Holmes,  linebacker 
Derr,ck  Wheeler  and  defensive  back  Robert 
Evans  were  all  selected  as  members  of  the 
First  Team  2001  NCAA  Division  1  -AA 
Independent  All-Star  Team,  while  free  safe- 
ty Jonathan  Clark  earned  a  spot  on  the 
Second  Team  Division  1-AA  All-Star  Team. 


This  was  not  supposed  to  be  a  good  year 
for  the  men's  basketball  team.  The  coach- 
es in  the  Atlantic  Sun  Conference  tabbed 
the  'dogs  as  the  eighth-best  team  in  an  11- 
team  conference.  It  would  be  a  tough  road 
for  a  team  made  of  only  two  seniors  and 
10  underclassmen. 

Samford  stormed  out  of  the  gate  to  an  8-2 
mark  in  conference  action,  which  kept  this 
eighth-place  team  in  first  place  for  the  first 
half  of  the  conference  season.  Prior  to  the 
season,  head  coach  Jimmy  Tillette  had 
called  this  one  of  the  most  competitive 
conferences  he  had  ever  seen. 
The  league's  parity  caught  up  with  the  bull- 
dogs in  the  second  half  of  the  season, 
when  a  four-game  losing  skid  knocked  the 
bulldogs  to  sixth  place.  As  senior  Chris 
Weaver  said,  it  was  the  "low  point  of  my 
career."  But  the  team  did  not  lose  focus 
and  fought  its  way  back  to  the  middle  of 
the  pack  in  the  conference  standings.  By 
the  time  the  regular  season  was  complete, 
the  top  six  teams  in  the  conference  were  a 
mere  two  games  apart. 
The  team  made  a  first-round  exit  in  the 
conference  tournament,  but  the  season 
was  not  without  bright  spots.  On  senior 
day,  Weaver  became  the  16th  Samford 
player  to  notch  1 ,000  career  points.  Fellow 
senior  Corey  Green  led  the  team  in 
rebounds,  while  Tillette  tied  John  Brady  as 
the  coach  with  the  most  wins  in  Samford 
history.  Freshman  Jon  Mills  was  named 
Atlantic  Sun  Conference  Freshman  of  the 
Year,  and  Weaver  was  named  to  the 
Second  Team  All-Conference.  The  team 
finished  in  the  top  20  in  the  nation  in  three 
statistical  categories,  and  in  the  top  five  in 
1 0  conference  categories. 
Bulldog  efforts  resulted  in  a  15-14  season, 
better  than  some  had  anticipated,  but  not 
as  good  as  the  team  wanted. 


sket 


ball 


I  by  Justin  Firesheets 
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If  success  is  measured  solely  by  wins  and 
losses,  the  women's  basketball  team  did 
not  have  a  very  successful  season.  But,  if 
success  is  measured  in  heart,  hustle  and 
hard  work,  then  this  year  was  one  of  the 
best  in  the  program's  short  5-year  history. 
As  usual,  the  2001-2002  schedule  featured 
some  rather  stiff  non-conference  competi- 
tion, supporting  the  age-old  maxim  that  if 
you  want  to  be  the  best,  you  have  to  beat 
the  best.  However,  the  bulldogs  came  up 
short,  managing  only  one  win  in  their  seven 
games  outside  of  the  Atlantic  Sun.  The  con- 
ference schedule  wasn't  too  forgiving 
either,  as  the  team  at  one  point  went  80 
days  and  17  games  between  wins.  Even 
though  the  team  finished  the  season  3-24, 
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the  year  had  plenty  of  bright  spots. 
Like  the  men's  team,  the  women  had  only 
two  seniors  to  offset  10  sophomores  and 
freshmen.  The  team  suffered  a  great  loss 
right  before  the  season  opener  when  fresh- 
man Andrea  Ward  suffered  an  ACL  injury 
that  cost  her  the  entire  season.  But  the 
team  pressed  on.  Head  coach  Janet  Cone 
was  the  glue  that  held  the  team  together 
during  its  tough  times.  Her  constant 
encouragement  and  motivation  kept  the 
players  persevering  and  playing  their  best. 
This  was.  in  many  regards,  a  breakout  year 
for  the  program.  While  sophomore  Giovanni 
Price  was  perhaps  the  most  consistent 
player,  several  players  were  forced  to  step 
up  and  lead  at 
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different  times.  Ten  players  set  career  highs 

in  scoring,  nine  in  rebounds  and  10  in 

assists. 

Seniors  Tara  Enoch  and  Clarissa  Clark 

realized  it  was  time  for  them  to  go,  but  had 

no  qualms  about  leaving  the  team  in  the 

hands  of  their  capable,  albeit  younger, 

teammates. 

"These  girls  are  going  to  come  back  and 

surprise  a  lot  of  people  next  year,"  Clark 

said.  "They  have  all  the  potential  in  the 

world." 

And,  they  have  the  heart  and  determination 

to  match.  Seems  like  a  sure-fire  recipe  for 


by  Matt  Gaymon 

The  bulldogs  ended  the  2001  season,  winning  seven 
of  the  last  nine  games  and  upsetting  the  number  two 
and  three  seeds  In  the  conference  tournament.  With 
a  renewed  confidence  and  the  addition  of  more  fire- 
power, the  2002  team  sought  to  make  history  by 
becoming  the  first  team  in  14  years  of  Samford  soft- 
ball  to  finish  with  a  winning  record. 
The  season  opened  with  disappointment  as  the 
team  lost  the  first  five  games.  However,  undaunted 
by  the  slow  start,  the  team  went  on  to  win  six  in  a 
row  and  claim  a  respectable  fourth  place  finish  at 
the  Sonic  Challenge  in  Chattanooga. 
Samford  continued  its  success  into  the  month  of 
March  with  a  strong  showing  in  the  Magic  City 
Classic,  hosted  by  the  bulldogs.  They  took  second 
place  as  some  of  the  team's  leaders  stepped  up 
their  level  of  play.  Junior  pitcher  Amber  Fuller  tossed 
a  no-hitter  against  Birmingham-Southern  and  sopho- 
more catcher  Angela  Bednark  and  senior  third  base- 
man Janet  Middleton  both  received  All-Tournament 
team  honors.  With  her  performance,  Middleton 
became  Samford's  all-time  RBI  leader.  Then  on  April 
5,  Middleton  singled  against  Campbell  to  give  her 
158  career  hits,  breaking  the  10-year  record  for 
career  hits. 

"Janet  has  a  great  arm  at  third  base  and  knows 
where  to  be  on  every  play,"  head  coach  Mark 
Voisard  said.  "She  has  an  outstanding  work  ethic 
and  is  a  great  leader  on  the  team." 
Voisard  attributes  the  team's  newfound  success  to 
the  leadership  and  experience  of  Middleton  and 
other  upperclassmen. 

"This  is  an  experienced  team,"  Voisard  said.  "There 
is  not  much  difference  from  the  caliber  of  player  in 
the  starting  lineup  and  coming  off  the  bench." 
Through  41  games,  Samford  posted  a  19-22  record, 
three  games  better  than  their  record  at  the  same 
point  last  season.  This  encouraged  coach  Voisard 
since  his  team  historically  finished  stronger  than 
when  they  started. 


by  Phillip  Jordan 

A  year  after  just  missing  the  Atlantic  Sun  postsea- 
son tournament  by  a  mere  game,  Samford's  base- 
ball team  had  a  definite  mission. 
The  bulldogs  looked  like  an  inspired  team  this  year 
and  set  a  tone  early  that  it  would  be  a  force  with 
which  to  be  reckoned  among  the  talented  baseball 
foes  in  the  Atlantic  Sun.  Samford  started  the  season 
with  a  three-game  sweep  of  Virginia  Military 
Institute  that  included  a  dominant  no-hitter  perform- 
ance from  junior  Frank  Allen  Yeilding. 
As  part  of  its  non-conference  schedule  Samford 
also  penciled  in  a  pair  of  games  against  SEC  con- 
tender Auburn. 

"I'm  proud  of  this  team  and  the  way  everyone's 
played  this  year,"  coach  Tim  Parenton  said.  "The 
entire  team  has  played  a  part  in  our  success." 
As  for  Samford's  mission  to  make  the  A-Sun  tourna- 
ment, the  bulldogs  stayed  on  pace  throughout  con- 
ference play  in  the  regular  season  despite  injuries 
to  their  top  two  pitchers:  Yeilding  and  Derek  Tharpe. 
The  bulldogs'  offense  was  led  by  a  core  of  experi- 
enced players  featuring  infielders  Heath  Owen  and 
Michael  Collins,  catcher  Grant  Caldwell,  outfielders 
Sae  Evans  and  Rob  Evans  and  spark  plug  fresh- 
man Eli  lorg.  Robert  Evans'  26-game  hitting  streak 
stood  out  among  the  season's  individual  highlights. 
The  turning  point  in  Samford's  season  may  have 
come  at  the  end  of  March  after  the  bulldogs 
dropped  two  straight  series  to  conference  powers 
Florida  Atlantic  and  Central  Florida.  The  team 
steeled  itself,  though,  and  showed  its  desire  to 
make  the  conference  tournament  was  strong. 
The  season  brought  more  progress  under  the  guid- 
ance of  Parenton.  and  the  bulldogs  have  solidified 
themselves  as  a  team  to  watch  in  the  baseball-rich 
Atlantic  Sun  Conference. 
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New  things:  two  coaches.  12  freshmen  and 
new  records  all  on  a  resurfaced  track. 
Assistant  coach  Ray  Stanfield  found  his 
way  from  the  flatlands  of  Texas  to  the 
foothills  in  Birmingham  due  to  his  experi- 
ence coaching  Olympians.  NCAA  champi- 
ons and  All-Americans  at  Rice  and 
McNeese  State. 

Volunteer  assistant  coach  T.  J.  Williams 
was  no  stranger  to  the  track  either,  with  a 
resume  including  the  Olympic  trials. 
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McWaters  guide  a  team  of  experienced 
and  young  talent. 

At  the  end  of  the  indoor  season,  six 
freshmen  had  already  claimed  school 
records.  Not  to  be  outdone,  the  upper 
classmen  set  four  records. 
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1  seniors. 


They  began  the  outdoor  season  after  an 
equally  successful  indoor  season  by  win- 
ning six  events  at  the  Samford  Classic. 
Katie  Flewellyn  and  Leah  Reed  took 
events  and  emerged  as  the  leaders  on  the 
distance  squad  while  freshman  LaToya 
Cunningham  affirmed  herself  as  the  team's 
top  sprinter  by  winning  the  400-meter 
dash. 

"For  freshmen  to  come  in  and  run  and  win 
says  a  lot  about  the  way  they  were  raised 
and  their  dedication,"  Stanfield  said. 
But  as  good  as  this  team  was,  Stanfield 
says  it  "isn't  anything  compared  to  what  we 
have  coming  next  year." 
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by  Courtney  Collins 

The  men's  and  women's  tennis  teams  started  the  spring  season  with 
higher  goals  and  more  experience  under  their  belt.  The  young  but 
experienced  women's  team  kicked  off  the  season  with  a  couple  tough 
losses  to  Jacksonville  State  and  Florida  A&M.  However,  a  win  over 
Birmingham-Southern  marked  the  beginning  of  a  seven-match  win 
streak  for  the  lady  dogs. 

"This  young  women's  team  has  been  very  focused  all  year  with  posi- 
tive attitudes  and  the  desire  to  win,"  said  head  coach  Glen  Fanelli. 
The  team  had  leadership  from  the  top  of  the  lineup  with  senior  cap- 
lains  Katherine  Jayroe  and  Courtney  Collins  and  sophomore  Emily 
Nunnally  contributing  for  more  than  fifty  singles  victories.  The  bottom 
half  of  the  lineup,  led  by  freshmen  Jenn  Pharr  and  Katie  Crawford 
and  sophomore  Kristin  Upp,  were  also  solid  throughout  the  year. 
On  the  men's  side,  experience  was  the  key  word.  Though  one  of  the 
youngest  teams  in  the  Atlantic  Sun,  it  was  also  one  of  the  most  expe- 
rienced. The  men  pulled  out  close  victories  over  Georgia  State, 
Mercer  and  Jacksonville  State  twice,  led  by  senior  David  Misner  and 
junior  Raphael  Bohli,  who  teamed  up  for  the  third  straight  year  as  the 
men's  top  doubles  team. 

Also  contributing  to  the  men's  consistent  leadership  were  seniors 
Chuck  Haddux  and  Colin  Thompson.  Juniors  Andres  Leal  and  Travis 
Johnson  gave  the  bulldog  upperclassmen  depth  and  experience. 
The  men's  and  women's  teams  this  year  deal  with  plenty  of  adversity, 
including  illnesses,  injury  and  the  loss  of  their  head  coach  midsea- 
son.  Despite  these  setbacks,  both  teams  produced  many  wins  for  the 
2002  season. 
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The  men's  golf  team  raised  the  ball  a 
stroke  lower  this  year  with  back  to  back  vic- 
tories in  the  fall. 

In  October,  the  bulldogs  won  the  Louisiana 
Tech  Golf  Invitational  and  were  led  by  sen- 
ior Russell  Kelly  and  fifth  place  finishers 
Seth  Mobley  and  Mike  Clements.  The  next 
week,  Kelly  led  again  by  winning  the 
Precept  Intercollegiate  hosted  by  Austin 
Peay  University.  Mobley  finished  in  a  tie  for 
third. 

Head  Coach  Mark  Ware  says  he  expected 
Kelly  to  continue  leading  the  team. 
"He's  a  very  emotional  player  and  encour- 
ages the  other  guys,"  Ware  said. 
The  spring  season  did  not  start  as  well  as 
the  fall  ended,  with  Samford  placing  10th  at 
the  Tn-State  Classic. 


By  David 
Henson 

"I  was  somewhat  disappointed  with  how  we 
started  the  semester."  Ware  said.  "We're 
working  harder  on  our  short  game." 
Ware  hoped  to  pick  up  success  and  confi- 
dence in  the  weeks  leading  up  to  the  con- 
ference tournament.  The  bulldogs  have 
never  finished  in  the  top  five  of  the  tourna- 
ment, but  with  Kelly  and  Mobley  leading, 
this  year  was  their  best  shot. 
Contrastly,  it  was  not  a  senior  who  led  the 
women's  team,  but  a  freshman.  Kelly 
Villarreal  came  to  Samford  well-versed  in 
tough  competition  through  her  play  on 
Alabama's  |unior  golf  tour. 
"She  knows  how  to  play,"  head  coach  Ian 
Thompson  said.  "She's  not  the  typical 
freshman." 
Villarreal  was  not  the  only  factor  that  influ- 


enced  change  in  the  women's  history  of  fin- 
ishing at  the  bottom  of  the  pack. 
Thompson  who  took  over  women  s  head 
loaS  duties  this  year,  no  longer  let  h.s 
earn  be  satisfied  with  s.mply  Playing^ 
rstead.hegu,ded.hem«ostnve^he, 

and  as  a  result,  saw  several  middle  ot  the 
oack  finishes.  Unfortunately,  the  team 

oTaced 0th  out  of  11  at  the  Atlantic  Sun 
Championship  despite  the  overall  improve- 

SiTaloTmorefuntogetihthevan 
and  know  you  had  a  good  performance. 

Thompson  said. 


ideline 
Supporte 
rs 


I  Long  practices.  Sweating  bodies.  Harsh 
performance  conditions. 
You  think,  "I  didn't  know  that  Samford  ath- 
letic teams  had  it  that  hard."  But  these 
(descriptions  don't  merely  describe  the 
I  team  players.  The  cheerleaders,  dance 
I  team  and  band  also  work  hard  to  support 
I  the  teams  they  love. 

I  The  cheerleaders  not  only  raise  their  own 
I  money  to  go  to  camp,  practice  three  days 
la  week  and  cheer  on  game  days,  but  they 
I  also  lift  weights  four  days  a  week  at  6  a.m.. 
I  along  with  other  Samford  athletes.  Three- 
year  veteran  cheerleader  Mary  Beth  Casey 
I  says  at  first  she  was  not  excited  about 
having  to  lift  weights,  but  it  has  pushed 
their  program  to  a  new  level. 
"Here  at  Samford  you  just  have  to  love 
cheerleadmg  to  be  involved  in  it,"  Casey 
said,  "because  we  volunteer  so  much  of 
our  time." 

The  time  and  hard  work  seems  to  be  pay- 
ing off,  because  sophomore  football  player 
Justin  Hale  told  of  his  appreciation  for  the 
cheerleaders. 


"They  get  the  crowd  excited,"  Hale  said, 
"and  the  more  the  crowd  gets  excited,  the 
better  the  game  is  for  us." 

I  Other  hard  work  comes  from  the  dance 
team,  whose  members  are  driven  by  a  love| 
for  dance.  The  14  girls  practice  at  least  six 
hours  a  week  and  sometimes  more  before 
big  performances  like  Miss  Samford  or 
Step  Sing.  They  also  take  technique  class 
every  other  week  to  improve  their  funk/hip- 
hop  style. 

I  Junior  dance  captain  Erin  Story  choreo- 
graphs the  dances  because,  unlike  the 
cheerleaders,  the  dance  team  does  not 
have  a  coach.  Sometimes  the  whole 
team  collaborates  in  choreographing. 
The  girls  come  from  a  variety  of  training 
backgrounds,  but  sophomore  dancer 
Leslie  Cooper  says  the  team  has 
learned  to  dance  well  together.  Cooper 
feels  appreciated  by  the  students  and 
says  dancing  is  a  fun  way  to  get 
involved  in  Samford  athletics. 
Anyone  who  has  ever  been  to  a  Samford 
athletic  event  knows  the  band  has  fun  sup- 


porting the  athletes. 

"It  really  is  just  one  big  happy  family  that 
does  a  lot  of  hard  work,"  junior  drum  major 
Jonathan  Rodgers  said,  "that  puts  in  a  lot 
of  time  with  the  sole  goal  of  cheering  on 
our  athletic  teams." 

The  band  consists  of  approximately  50 
members  who  come  from  a  variety  of 
majors,  but  they  all  have  one  thing  in  com- 
mon —  a  love  for  music. 
This  passion  for  music  is  evident  and 
appreciated  by  the  football  players. 
"It's  encouraging  to  hear  the  band  play 
when  you're  standing  on  the  sidelines," 
senior  football  player  Garrick  McCarty  said. 
"It's  all  encouraging  to  us,  because  we  see 
it  as  support." 

The  dance  team,  band  and  cheerleaders 
all  play  a  special  role  in  the  Samford  ath- 
letic program.  They  may  not  get  as  much 
recognition  for  their  efforts  as  the  same 
groups  at  state  schools,  but  it  is  not  recog- 
nition they  seek.  They  simply  love  to 
dance,  play  music  and  pump  up  the  crowd 
in  support  of  Samford  athletics. 
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By  Lee  Grisham 


Perhaps  it's  stating  the  obvious,  but  for  those  who  don't  know,  fra- 
ternity and  sorority  rush  exist  on  totally  different  spectrums. 
Sororities  follow  a  formal  and  meticulous  approach  to  the  recruit- 
ment process.  On  the  other  hand,  fraternity  rush  is  far  more  laid 
back  and  focuses  more  on  getting  to  know  guys  in  a  relaxed 
atmosphere. 

The  five-day  process  begins  with  an  afternoon  known  as 
Smokers,  when  the  rushees  go  from  house  to  house  to  meet  with 
the  brothers  of  each  fraternity. 

"The  week  of  rush  allows  brothers  to  lay  the  foundation  for  the 
future  success  of  the  fraternity,''  said  senior  Brandon  Beaird. 
The  Inner  Fraternity  Council  separates  the  rushees  into  groups  that 
will  visit  each  house.  During  this  time,  brothers  introduce  them- 
selves and  present  information  about  their  respective  fraternities  to 
the  groups. 

Over  the  next  four  days,  rushees  are  invited  back  to  cook- 
outs,  band  parties,  and  theme  nights,  according  to  the  rushees 
choosing.  Each  night,  brothers  enjoy  getting  to  know  rushees  and 
answering  questions  about  fraternity  life. 

"I've  never  shaken  so  many  hands  in  my  entire  life,"  said  freshman 
Brayden  Pelletier. 

After  decisions  are  made,  rushees  have  the  opportunity  to 
sign  bid  cards  from  fraternities  who  have  extended  an  invitation  to 
join  its  brotherhood.  Following  bid  signing  is  "walk  out."  a  long  hon- 
ored Samford  tradition.  A  large  number  of  the  student  body  gath- 
ers to  watch  the  new  pledge  classes  walk  from  the  University 
Center  onto  the  quad,  where  brothers  wait  to  meet  and  congratu- 
late them. 

"Because  of  fraternity  rush,  I  met  more  students  in  five 
days  than  I  expected  to  meet  my  entire  freshman  year,"  said  fresh- 
man Patrick  Lynn. 


Who  could  forget  the  first  night  of 
recruitment?  The  moment  before  a 
rushee's  first  encounter  with  sorority 
life  consists  of  a  sea  of  compact  mir- 
rors and  lipstick  tubes.  As  the  cos- 
metics disappear,  faces  reappear, 
and  are  soon  lined  up  in  alphabetical 
order.  Everyone  counts  down  until 
the  doors  open.  The  recruits  walk 
stiffly  through  the  hallway  where  grin- 
ning sisters  sing  cheers  and  chants. 
Each  rushee  is  picked  up  at  the  door 
and  led  to  her  own  seating  place 
inside.  She  then  begins  talking  and 
learning  about  a  little  of  what  sorority 
life  is  made. 

On  the  first  night,  sisters 
from  each  sorority  take  turns  describ- 
ing their  respective  philanthropies. 
The  rushees  then  fumble  to  make  a 
picture  frame  or  other  craft  project. 
With  each  new  visit  into  a  sorority's 
home,  the  experience  becomes  easi- 
er for  a  rushee;  she  is  able  to  com- 
plete projects  with  ease,  walk  with 
more  flexibility  and  converse  with 
more  confidence. 


t- 


As  the  week  draws  to  an  end,  a 
rushee  wonders  if  she  has  chosen  the 
right  sorority.  She  also  wonders  if  her 
favorite  sorority  has  chosen  her.  As  she 
sits  on  the  west  campus  parking  deck, 
along  with  400  other  girls,  she  receives 
an  envelope  that  contains  a  personal 
invitation  to  become  a  part  of  a  specific 
sisterhood.  Panhellenic  shouts  one  final 
countdown,  and  moments  later, 
envelopes  fly  open.  The  rushees  run 
through  the  crowd,  careful  not  to  trip, 
and  dash  to  receive  an  amazing  wel- 
come from  their  new  sisters. 


Reflections  of  a 
Recruitee 

Peggy  Pursell 
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"We've  got  our  alpha's,  we've  got  them  all!" 
"Chi-O,  are  you  ready  to  roll?" 
"It's  great  to  be  an  AOPI1" 
What  does  all  of  this  mean?  For  about  400 
girls  on  Bid  Day,  it  represents  a  turbulent  sea 
of  faces  —  those  of  sorority  sisters.  These  cur- 
rent sisters  are  waiting  to  grab  new  recruits, 
throw  on  a  t-shirt  on  them  and  welcome  them 
into  sisterhood. 

Such  was  the  scene  on  west  campus 
at  the  end  of  a  long  week  formerly  known  as 
"Rush."  This  year  Samford  adopted  the 
National  Panhellenic  Council's  policy  that 
changed  the  name  of  rush  to  "Recruitment 
Week"  to  discourage  the  impression  that  deci- 
sions are  made  without  time  to  explore  the 
options  of  sorority  life. 

Soon  after  the  first  official  days  of  class,  excite- 
ment grew  on  both  sides  of  the  recruitment 
process.   Both  sisters  and  incoming  recruits 
anxiously  awaited  the  first  night  when  introduc- 
tions would  be  made,  choices  would  be  nar- 
rowed and  the  primary  stages  of  selection 
would  begin. 

Recruitment  week  began  with  two 
days  devoted  to  philanthropy  proiects.  During 
these  two  days,  each  sorority  highlighted  the 
service  branch  of  its  sisterhood.  Theme  day 
came  next,  and  sisters  got  to  share  the  content 
of  sorority  life:  what  goes  on  beyond  the 
socials  and  cute  t-shirts.  The  last  day  —  "Pref 
day"  —  was  a  time  when  decisions  were  made 
based  on  the  common  interests  of  the  sisters 
and  the  rushee.  Bid  Day  is  more  commonly 
known  as  "squeal"  because  of  the  mass  of 
squealing  girls  that  come  running  into  sorority 
quad.  This  year's  "squeal"  was  a  great  time  of 
celebration  and  a  final  reward  for  long  hours 
spent  preparing  for  recruitment  week. 


Recruitment  week: 
What  a  rush! 


Cindy  Hill 
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"I'll  always  laugh  when  I  remember  finding  out  that 
one  of  my  sisters  was  a  'mullet  girl'  at  heart." 
—  Lacey  Han  Jet,  sophomore,  Chi  Omega 


"I'll  always  remember  partying  at  The  Tail  my  fresh- 
man year." 
—  Josh  Jones,  senior,  Sigma  Nu 
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"I'll  never  forget  my 

plege  football  game 

against  Lambda 

Chi  when  we  lost  14-0." 

-  Andy  Wilbanks, 

junior,  Sigma  Chi 


"The  thing  I  will  miss  most  about  ZTA  are  all  the  times  we 
just  goof  off  —  like  the  time  I  signed  up  one  of  my  sisters 
for  Americansingles.com,  or  the  time  we  bought  the  biggest 
bra  sizes,  stuffed  them,  and  ran  around  our  chapter  meeting 
to  promote  breast  cancer  awareness."  —  Allison  Henn,  senior, 
Zeta  Tau  Alpha 


"So  what  if  I  go  out  and 

get  loud  on  weekends, 

my  friends  should  still 

take  me  out  on  my 

twenty-first." 

—  Neal  Farmer  junior, 

Pi  Kappa  Phi 


MOMEN 
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What  was  your  most  embarrassing  moment7 

•  Fainting  on  the  first  day  of  class 

•  Being  in  Step  Sing 

•  i  lon't  get  embarrassed 

•  Tiipping  down  the  library  stairs  at  the  prime  study  hour 

•  The  day  I  fell  down  the  stairs  in  the  Journalism  department,  only  to  have  the 
smallest  boy  in  the  class  catch  me 

•  interrupting  the  wrong  class 

•  l  walked  from  the  University  Center  to  Bums  with  a  piece  of  toilet  paper  five 
li  et  long  stuck  to  my  shoe  ^B 

•  Falling  asleep  on  the  library  couches  and  not  being  sure  who  saw  me 

•  Tripping  in  front  of  Vail  freshman  year 

•  My  birthday  freshman  year  -  a  friend  I've  known  since  high  school  posted 
■mbarrassing  pictures  of  me  all  over  i  ampus 

•  In  CP  my  freshman  year,  I  laughed  so  hard  that  I  tipped  my  desk  over 

•  Every  time  I  have  to  tell  someone  whore  I  go  to  school 
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"The  United  States' 
greatest  accomplish- 
ment is  the  musi- 
cal." theatre  chair 
Donald  Sandley  said. 
"You're  missing  the 
boat  if  you  don't 
leave  that  option 
open  -  it  attracts 
the  best  and  the 
brightest. " 

In  reality,  the  cre- 
ation of  the  new 
musical  theatre 
major  had  little  to 
do  with  the  conven- 
ient timing  of  the 
School  of  Performini 
Arts,  but  both  the 
students  and  the 
faculty  will  benefit 
from  this  face 
change. 
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"By  combining  the  programs  into  a  School  of 
Performing  Arts,  we  benefit  all  sides."  Hilburn 
Price,  dean  of  the  School  of  Performing  Arts, 
said.  "Philosophically,  it  was  logical,  since  we 
all  use  the  same  facilities." 

McClain  Kitchens,  a  sophomore  in  the  music 
department,  came  to  Samford  with  the  promise  that 
the  converging  of  the  two  schools  would  occur  by 
the  time  she  arrived  her  freshman  year. 

"Before  the  merge,  the  program  was,  in  a  word, 
hectic."  Kitchens  said.  "I  was  a  double  major  in 
vocal  performance  and  theater." 

Junior  musical  theatre  major  Carrie-Nell  Folmar 
can  relate. 

"Before  this  year,  the  only  way  I  could  do  some- 
thing close  to  musical  theatre  was  to  major  in 
theatre  with  a  music  minor."  Folmar  said.  "Now 
that  I'm  a  musical  theatre  major,  my  music 
requirements  are  just  ensembles  that  I  enjoy  and 
I  get  to  take  specialized  classes  like  musical 
theatre  hi  story . " 

Folmar.  a  transfer  from  Palm  Beach  Atlantic 
College,  welcomed  the  changes. 

"The  biggest  difference  is  that  now  it's  a  hands- 
on  experience,  not  just  music  and  not  just  the- 
ater." Folmar  said.  "They  make  sure  you're  well- 
rounded  here,  and  it's  a  lot  more  thorough." 

The  students  and  faculty  have  responded  well  to 
the  change,  although  there  are  still  a  few  sug- 
gestions to  be  made,  as  junior  vocal  performance 
major  Terrance  Brown  pointed  out. 

"The  one  change  I'd  like  to  see  is  the  incorpora- 
tion of  theatre  majors  into  musical  activity 
hour."  Brown  said.  "That  would  really  break  down 
those  walls  that  we  all  hate  and  teach  both  sides 
about  the  other . " 

Now  that  these  longstanding  walls  between  theatre 
and  music  have  started  crumbling,  students  and 
faculty  can  cross  boundaries  and  benefit  from  one 
another . 

"We're  still  in  the  get- to-know-you  stage." 
Sandley  said.  "I  think  overcoming  longtime  senses 
of  isolation  is  tough,  so  we're  working  on  work- 
ing together . " 

The  new  school  added  two  new  majors,  in  reality: 
a  Bachelor  of  Science  (musical  theatre  degree 
with  an  emphasis  on  music)  and  a  Bachelor  of  Arts 
(musical  theatre  degree  with  an  emphasis  on  the- 
ater) . 

"We  have  been  doing  musical  theatre  all  along, 
but  now  we  have  to  make  sure  we  have  the 
resources  to  make  it  a  successful  change."  Price 
said . 
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"We  have  preliminary  architectural  plans  for  a 
new  rehearsal  hall  and  teaching  space,  along  with 
practice  rooms."  Price  said.  These  new  facilities 
should  provide  students  with  better  tools  for 
creativity  and  make  Samford  more  attractive  to 
potential  students  interested  in  this  new  degree. 

Among  the  best  and  brightest  the  new  music  pro- 
gram attracted  is  Kirill  Goncharenkow,  a  student 
from  Russia's  Moscow  Conservatory. 

"His  father  had  some  former  connections  with 
Samford.  and  Kirill  wanted  to  see  what  we  were 
all  about  musically  as  an  oboist."  music  profes- 
sor Jon  Remley  said. 
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Goncharenkow  spent 
one  month  at 
Samford  visiting 
classes  and  ensem- 
bles, taking  voice 
lessons,  and  more 
than  anything 
else,  spending 
time  with  other 
musicians  them- 
selves . 

"He  was  cool  -  he 
played  pool  with 
us.  watched 
movies .  whatever . " 


3rewn  said.  "He 
even,/!  i  ved  -i  n  j_-> 
Pittman. 

Goncharenkow 
blended  in  with 
his  fellow  musi- 
cians, enjoying 
the  benefits  of 
the  new  program. 

One  of  the  most 
recent  of  products 
of  the  new  school 
was  Honk!,    the 
musical  theatre 
majors'  musical 
adaptation  of  the 
story  of  the  ugly 
duckling,  which 
was  their  debut 
performance. 


•  pvefa-n..  it  jys  a1  -.' 
s.low  fjroc,ess  to  - 
achieve  a  gratify- 
ing change  that" 
involves  not  only 
several  depart- 
ments, but  also 
many  ideas  and 
strategies . 

"It  has  a  long  way 
to  go  because  it 
just  started,  but 
I  think  we  will  be 
able  to  do  even 
more  once  we  have 
more  people 
involved."  Folmar 
said . 

Once  the  resources 


have  been  sought 
out  and  the  faci  l- 
'it-i'es  incorporat- 
ed, the  new  pro- 
.gr.am---*ft«i>V*  *-«■  *  >< 
attract  more 
artistic  students 
to  Samford  and 
allow  for  better 
experience  and 
education  among 
the  fine  arts. 
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The  Art  of 
Interior  Design 

by  Kay  Eckstein 


Twelve  students  were  given  a  budget, 
measuring  tools  and  one  interview  with  the 
client.  Then  they  were  told  to  go  to  work 
destroying  interior  design  professor  Ken 
Brazil's  kitchen.  Of  course,  they  only  got  to 
destroy  it  on  paper. 

The  students  in  Brazil's  residential  design 
class  were  given  three  projects  connected 
to  Brazil's  Birmingham  home.  The  first,  and 
in  some  opinions,  the  most  difficult,  was  to 
redesign  Brazil's  kitchen. 
"It's  kind  of  tough  because  this  is  the  first 
time  we've  had  to  do  a  project  on  a  budg- 
et," senior  interior  design  major  Jonathon 
Clark  said.  "We  usually  don't  have  to  worry 
about  who's  going  to  pay,  plan  and  build  it 
because  it's  only  on  paper.  It  can  get  com- 
plicated with  limited  skills." 


Brazil  gave  them  some  guidelines  from  the 
very  start,  but  even  guidelines  themselves 
can  cause  problems. 
"We  don't  have  any  major  problems,  but 
out  of  12  students,  none  of  them  had  the 
same  measurements,"  Brazil  said.  "It's  a 
grueling  process." 

Clark,  who  is  a  veteran  at  Brazil  home 
designing,  enjoyed  the  somewhat  unusual 
project. 

"This  is  nothing  new  -  we  did  the  same 
thing  to  his  living  room  fireplace."  Clark 
said.  "But  that  was  a  much  smaller-scaled 
project." 

For  this  project,  the  small  class  of  design- 
ers had  four  to  five  weeks  to  interview  the 
client,  in  this  case  Brazil,  and  find  out 
exactly  what  he  wanted.  The  next  step  was 


to  plan  the  changes  for  his  kitchen  based 
on  the  given  budget,  and  then  run  them 
past  Brazil. 

"There  are  a  lot  of  factors  you  don't  think 
about,"  Clark  said.  "I  came  up  with  several 
ideas,  but  when  I  suggested  something  ... 
he'd  say  something  like.  'Well.  Jonathon. 
only  professionals  can  do  that.  Oops.' " 
Through  all  of  the  complications  and  strug- 
gles, it  was  the  experience  that  mattered 
most  to  both  students  and  faculty. 
"The  fact  that  we  can  see  it  makes  it  more 
realistic  -  it's  not  just  an  arbitrary  building." 
Clark  said.  "Overall  it's  just  a  fun  hands-on 
project  to  get  us  started  on  the  real  thing  " 
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The  'First'  Act 

By  Melissa  Butler 


This  year  opened  Samford  Theatre's  first 
season  in  the  new  School  of  Performing 
Arts.  The  2001-2002  season  held  several 
firsts  that  are  sure  to  have  opened  the  door 
for  the  future  plans  and  careers  of  theatre 
students. 

The  season  opened  with  Chekhov's  The 
Seagull.  For  the  first  time,  adjudicators 
involved  with  the  Irene  Ryan  Scholarship 
were  invited  to  watch  and  critique  the  pro- 
duction. The  Seagull  met  high  acclaim, 
receiving  a  great  deal  of  positive  reinforce- 
ment from  the  adjudicators.  One  benefit  of 
this  adjudication  was  that  Kristen  Boutwell 
and  Zane  Birdwell.  two  actors  from  the  pro- 
duction, were  chosen  to  compete  in  the 
Irene  Ryan  Scholarship  Competition, 
toward  graduate  school  education.  Both 
Boutwell  and  Birdwell  took  acting  partners 
to  compete  with  250  other  couples  in 


Spartanburg,  S.  C.  After  the  preliminary 
competition,  Boutwell  and  her  partner, 
Brent  Cheatham,  joined  the  36  couples 
competing  in  the  semi-finals. 
"I  was  so  intimidated,  most  couples 
were  grad  students,"  Boutwell  said.  "It 
was  an  honor." 

Boutwell  did  not  make  it  into  the  finals  but 
received  some  beneficial  constructive  criti- 
cism, an  experience  sure  to  aid  her  career 
as  an  actress. 

Another  first  for  eight  theatre  students  was 
the  chance  to  spend  the  fall  semester 
abroad  in  London.  Several  enjoyed  the 
unparalleled  experience  of  holding  a  the- 
atre internship  while  in  London,  at  such 
places  as  the  Donmar  Warehouse  Theatre, 
the  Royal  National  Theatre  and  the 
Mousetrap  Foundation. 
"I  think  my  experience  has  better  prepared 


me  for  every  aspect  of  whatever  I  might 
end  up  doing  in  the  future,"  said  Spring 
Sarvis  of  her  internship  with  the  Mousetrap 
Foundation. 

The  students  got  to  experience  various 
aspects  of  the  theatre  —  children's  the- 
atre, set  construction,  production  work 
and  playwriting. 

The  theatre  also  produced  its  first 
Shakespearean  piece  in  over  six  years  with 
the  spring  production  of  Troilus  and 
Cressida.  This  gave  the  audience  a  chance 
to  experience  a  work  by  Shakespeare  per- 
formed by  their  peers,  seeing  material  they 
may  have  only  had  the  chance  to  read  put 
into  the  action  of  live  theatre. 
For  Samford  theatre  it  was  definitely  a  year 
of  beginnings,  an  appropriate  idea  being 
the  first  year  of  the  performing  arts  school. 
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